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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th September 2025 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), A Lloyd-Smith, S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, J Smith, S Gill, A Mather (Caretaker), PC Darren Laker, County Councillor Wayne Chapman, 3 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
The Public Session was taken at this point as County Councillor Wayne Chapman had another meeting to attend.
4863.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor Johnny Shilton and Mrs Miriam Lewis.
4864.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

4865.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th July 2025.  Agreed and signed as a correct record after a typing error had been corrected.
4866.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Sports Club Lease update.   The Chairman reported that matters are progressing. 
b)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk had attended the East Sussex Archives on 30th July to look at the records held there.  All they had been able to find was confirmation of information already held.  The Clerk reported that Cllr Chapman is being very helpful regarding finding further information from KCC’s Head of Real Estate and will help in any way he can.  After a full discussion it was agreed to move forward on taking ownership including the brick path.  Cllr Smith was asked to draft a letter to Cllr Chapman.  It had been found that the lime tree could be damaged if the roots were cut to level the brick path.  Any repair work by KCC could involve costs being recovered from the Church as the tree is in the Churchyard.
c)  Village Hall Management Committee representative.  The Chairman had attended a committee meeting and had been impressed in the way it is being run.  It was agreed that the Parish Council will receive a copy of each meeting’s Minutes.
d)   Additional Horse warning sign update.  KCC had replied that multiple signs wouldn’t be installed in such a short stretch of road and are where they should be, at the bend.  The officer suggested that our Highways Improvement Plan should be revisited to update it and look again at siting the Village Gateways.  To be added to the next agenda.
e)   Result of Tree Survey.  This had identified four dead trees in the tree line between the existing and the Cemetery extension which should be felled and the deadwood in the Judas Tree should be removed.  Clerk to obtain a quote for these works.

4867.	Planning Applications:  There were none.
	
4868.	To discuss and agree on the future of the Caretaker Scheme. The Chairman informed the meeting that due to the proposed cut in the contribution ABC makes to the Scheme the Caretaker Scheme is no longer viable as it stands.  After a full discussion it was agreed that work carried out on behalf on ABC in the other 3 villages, Stone-cum-Ebony, Kenardington & Warehorne could no longer be continued.  A letter will be sent to the Parish Councils.  The future of the Scheme in Wittersham will be looked at in further detail.

4869.	To consider a new area in the Cemetery for Memorials only.  The Clerk put forward an idea she had had for some time to use the area at the bottom of the Cemetery for Memorials only.  This area cannot be used for burials as it is too close to the water course.  This was agreed in principle with details to follow.
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4870. 	ABC’s Draft Local Plan Consultation.  Cllr Smith explained that this didn’t include any site allocations yet but recommended that the Plan should be looked at.  It will be available at the Tenterden Leisure Centre on Tuesday 16th September between 3 and 7pm.

4871.	To consider the Biodiversity Net Gain documentation from KB Ecology.  This is a very full report and will now be included in the application for Change of Use for the Cemetery Extension.

4872.	Correspondence:
	a)  CCLA – Has joined Jupiter IM Group.  Noted.
	b)  Unity Trust Bank – Changes coming to Payer details on the Bank Statement.  Account number. and sort code will no longer be visible.  Noted.
	c)  Names & Co. – Renewal of wittershampc.org for two years.  £75.99 plus Vat.  Agreed.
	d)  KALC – Call for Motions for KALC AGM.  None suggested.
	e)  Email from Mrs Lewis, Secretary of the Football Club.  Request for donation towards the Scarecrow Trail.  This had been a successful event last year.  Agreed a donation of £150.
	f)   Email from Wittersham School. Some trees in the Churchyard are overhanging the School Playing Field and need attention.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith agreed to go and take a look at them.

4873.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker.  Nothing to report. 
b)  Finance:  Monthly Transaction Statements for July and August.  Noted. 
c)   Planning:
      Decisions Received:
      PA/2025/0347  The Old Corner House, Poplar Road – Listed Building Consent for internal 
      alterations.  Refused.
      PA/2024/2324  41 The Street – Listed Building Consent for windows.  Granted.
      PA/2025/1040  Palstre Court – Erection of single storey annex.  Granted. 
d)  Open Spaces – Clerk reported that the bench given to us by Roger Parker is now in the Play Park in 
      Poplar Farm Field ready for Aspire to fix in place.
e)  Highways – Nothing to report.
f)   Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report. 
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Nothing to report.

4874.	Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:
Cllr Smith gave a report on the KALC meeting held on 30th July when ABC’s Local Plan, LGR and   Community Governance Review had been discussed.

4875.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  14th October 2025 at 7pm

4876.	Items for Information:
	a)  Cllr Smith suggested some thought be given to what we may want to include in the upcoming budget.
d)  Cllr Lloyd-Smith confirmed that a Christmas Tree Festival will be held in Church this year and hoped the Council would consider taking part.  The Clerk to add to next month’s Agenda.

4877.	To resolve by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public:	
	Proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Mash and fully supported.
	Clerk’s Salary.  After a full discussion the recommended increase was agreed.
 
	The meeting closed at 21.28hrs.
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Appendix

County Councillor Wayne Chapman gave a full report highlighting that Highway issues should be sent to KCC using the online Fault Reporting Tool.  A reference number is always given.  Should there be a delay in action being taken he asked that he be informed, and he will follow this up.  He asked what outcome the Council would like regarding No Man’s Land and to let him know once a decision is made and he will do all he can to help.  He had come to the Council’s Coffee Shop in August where it was good to meet everyone.  Regarding LGA he informed the meeting that KCC will be opting for one Unitary with 3 Assemblies but was unable, at the moment, to name the areas these would cover.  Greg Penoyre asked how residents will be made aware of this proposal?  There will be local press releases.  Cllr. Venning expressed his concern over Road Closed signs which are still in place when the road is open.  This is a nationwide problem.  This should be reported online on the Fault Reporting Tool.

PC Darren Laker reported on recent burglaries and the action being taken regarding catapults. Members of the public present were able to ask him questions.

Maryann Duke gave the meeting further information on the request for a donation to the Scarecrow Trail.

The Chairman thanked both Cllr Chapman and PC Laker for attending the meeting.
