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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th September 2009 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Chesson, P Lyon, Karen Peck Community Warden, SC Andy Bowtell, 19 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

The Chairman opened the meeting by stating that since the last meeting Cllr Pennyfather had resigned.  A note of thanks had been sent.

1861.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Lewis declared an interest in agenda item 15g)


Minute no. 1875g)

1862.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Lewis

1863.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Borough Cllr Mick Burgess

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1864.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th July  2009:   After two amendments the minutes were confirmed and signed as a correct record. 

1865.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report 

1866.
To consider the request from Ray Pratt to hold the Bonfire Celebrations on Coronation Field on the 7th or 14th November 2009:  After a short discussion when it was noted that the site had not been cleared until April this year Cllrs agreed that the request be granted on the condition that adequate insurance is provided, someone be responsible for monitoring what is put on the bonfire, ensuring that any inappropriate material is removed and that the site be completely cleared of any ash and debris within one month of the event taking place.

1867.
To consider the Trees in the Village Competition 2007 report:  Agreed to hold a site meeting.

1868.   To appoint a representative on the Village Hall Management Committee:  Cllr Mayer very kindly agreed to this in the interim period, possibly until December.

1869.
To consider the extra work done to the path in the Cemetery:  During the summer break the Chairman had taken the decision on Cllrs behalf for the Cemetery Path to have the top taken off it.  The cost of this is £150 which Cllrs agreed should be paid.

1870.
To consider further work in the Cemetery:

· Shingle Path – Agreed to ask Ray Pilcher for a quote to complete this

· Gate fixing – Agreed to ask Ray Pilcher for a quote

· Weeds at bottom – Robert Pudan has agreed to weed kill this area

· Grass seed – Deferred

· Surplus soil from grave preparation – to be laid to the right of the Cemetery Shed

· Replace bench – Agreed that an article be placed in the Outlook on Oxney asking if anyone would like one placed there in memory of a loved one.

1871.
To consider South East Water's quote re water supply to the Village Green: Cllr Lewis reported that the quote received was for £784.18 excluding VAT to connect up to the Highway.  It would be the Council's responsibility to connect from there to the water point making an estimated £1,000 in total.  He explained that residents would like to recognise the work done by Hilary Pettifer and the Brownies and would be prepared to donate money towards this if the Council would give £200.  Agreed
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1872. 
To consider ABC's consultation on procedures for notifying Parish Council's and the public on planning applications: After a short discussion Cllrs agreed that Cllr Lewis draft a letter to Paul Clokie and Martin Vink of ABC with a copy to KALC and write an article for Outlook on Oxney explaining that to stop providing paper copies and to expect members of the public and Parish Council's to view plans electronically is not acceptable.

1873.
To report on the felling of the Horse Chestnut Tree in the Churchyard:  Anthony Crampton had not taken this tree down to ground level.  Cllrs agreed that he be asked to do this but in the meantime his invoice for £460 be paid. 

1874.
To consider ABC's apparent inconsistency with regard to planning decisions on commercial sites within the village:  Cllrs agreed that an explanation be sought as to why all 3 commercial sites had been treated differently.  Chairman to draft letter.

1875
Correspondence:


a)  Mr & Mrs Ford – ABC's apparent inconsistency on commercial planning decisions – see 1874. above


b)  Kent County Playing Fields Association – request for donation of £20  Agreed


c)  ABC – Street naming – Letter had been sent to ABC, copied to all residents in Peening Quarter.  Reply received from ABC stating that the whole road, from Pine View to the Parish Boundary be called Peening Quarter Road at a cost of £31 per official property totalling £558.  Chairman to write to residents.  The request for Swan Cottages fronting Poplar Road be named as such has been refused.  Clerk to request that Swan Cottages be named somewhere.


For noting

d)  Letter from David Pennyfather to the Chairman.  Election will be held on 22nd October as more than 10 residents had requested one.  Nomination packs will be available from the Clerk or ABC.  Cllrs agreed that Poll Cards be requested.

e)  Mr P Willcocks – copy of letter sent to ABC re the safety of some of the children in the village

f)  KCC – KCC Local Board Meeting 8th September 2009

g)  NHS Eastern & Coastal Kent's Annual Report now available

h)  Kent BTCV – Letter of thanks for donation.

Previously Circulated

i)KALC Minutes of 3/6/09     j)ABC Submission of Ashford Town Centre Area Action Plan k)The Bulletin Summer 2009 issue     l)Action with Communities in Rural Kent     m)NHS Eastern & Coastal Kent's Annual Report    

1876.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during August £100.  Authorised


To note payments made since last meeting:



Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during July £100



Robert Pudan – Invoice 10 Grass cutting etc. £280


            Ray Pilcher – Work completed in Cemetery £2,530

1877.
Working Party Reports:


a)   Finance -  Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.    To note that  the War Memorial Grant has yet to be received.  Sent to Wittersham PCC instead of Wittersham PC!                                                                                                         


b)  Planning 


      Considered since previous meeting



09/00771/AS  13 Poplar Road – Demolish existing flat roof extension and replace with 
new conservatory style extension with glazed/slate tiled pitched roof to side elevation 













           Support



09/00921/AS  Maynes Farmhouse – Storm porch to cover existing re-positioned south 



facing front door




                       Support



09/00950/AS  23 Swan Cottages – Erection of conservatory to rear of property     Support
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      Decisions received from ABC



AS/09/651  Wittersham CofE Primary School – Retention of a Mobile Classroom Unit













           Granted



09/00316/AS  17 Coombelands – First floor extension over existing garage and extension 


to existing sun room





           Granted



09/00568/AS  7 Lloyds Green – Erection of replacement porch with downstairs cloakroom













           Granted



09/00738/AS  The Granary – Erection of a conservatory to the side elevation        Granted



09/00748/AS  15 Swan Cottages – Construction of conservatory to side of property













           Granted



09/00771/AS  13 Poplar Road – Demolish existing flat roof extension and replace with 



new conservatory style extension with glazed/slate tiled pitched roof to side 


elevation






           Granted


c)
Highways & Footpaths – Cllr Lyon reported that the Highways Parish Portal is up and 
running.  Thanks given to Clerk for clearing some footpaths.


d)
Open Spaces –  Cllr Lyon informed the meeting that a picnic table had been donated for 

use in Coronation Field.  Thanks were given.


e)
Cemetery –   
Nothing further to report

1878.
KALC Parish News:  Recommended that latest edition of Local Council Administration be purchased at a cost of £59.  Agreed

1879.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i)  Parish Forum 29th July – The Chairman reported on this meeting


ii) Tenterden Improved 12th August – The Chairman gave a short report 


iii) KALC 15th July – The Chairman reported on this meeting


iv) Police Parish Forum – Cllr Chesson gave a short report of this meeting which had received a visit from a traffic policeman.

1880. 
Date of  next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  to be advised

1881.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:   13th October 2009

1882.
Items for Information:  

            The Trades Directory for the Village has been produced.  Congratulations given to Bertie Cox.

The meeting closed at 21.45hrs

Items for Outlook on Oxney

Cemetery

Tree in Churchyard

Water supply to Village Green

