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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th May 2022 
held in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, 4 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4362.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs Collins, Brown & Lloyd Smith, reasons accepted and Borough Councillor Mick Burgess.
4363.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Cllr Smith, other than pecuniary Minute number 4377.a.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

4364.	To elect a Chairman and sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  Cllr Smith was proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Mash.  There being no further nominations Cllr Smith was duly elected and signed the Declaration. 
4365.	To elect a Vice Chairman.  In her absence Cllr Brown was proposed by Cllr Sykes and seconded by Cllr Mash.  There being no further nominations and as Cllr Brown had indicated before the meeting that she would be willing to stand again, she was duly elected.
	At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.
4366.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th April 2022.  Agreed and signed as a correct record.
4367.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Coffee Caravan (Pop-up Café & Information Hub) – Hailed a success by ACRK.  Next one 23rd May.   b)  Highways Improvement Plan.  A plan will need to be prepared.

4368.	Appointment of members to existing Working Parties:
	a)  Village Caretaker – Cllrs Smith & Sykes
	b)  Finance – Cllrs Smith & Sykes
	c)  Open Spaces – Cllrs Brown & Lloyd Smith
	d)  Highways – Cllr Venning
	e)  Public Rights of Way – Cllr Smith
	f)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Cllrs Mash

4369.	To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC Meetings – Cllrs Smith & Brown

4370.	To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Collins

4371.	To review Standing Orders – Deferred to another meeting.

4372.	To review Financial Regulations – Deferred to another meeting.

4373.	To review the effectiveness of the system of financial internal control & the internal audit. – The Clerk explained that monthly bank reconciliations are taking place, checked by the Chairman and Cllr Sykes.  Quarterly budget statements are presented to the Council and the Internal Audit undertaken by David Chesson.  Cllr Sykes proposed, seconded by Cllr Mash and agreed by all that this is very effective.
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4374.	To review inventory of land, assets & office equipment.  The Asset Register had been emailed to all councillors.  
4375.	Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured risks.  The Insurance Renewal is on the agenda and councillors had seen a copy.  Cllr Venning asked if the Personal Accident covered the Caretaker.  It is under Employers Liability section.
4376.	To review Interactions with residents and the public.  Small updates are needed.  It may be possible, in due course, to hold the Parish Desk (which used to be held at the Community Market once a month) at The Swan.
4377.	To review the Council’s procedures for handling requests made under the FOI Act 2000.  Fine.
4378.	To review the Council’s policy for dealing with press/media.  Fine.
4379.	Planning Applications: (previously notified to Councillors)
a)  Appeal no. APP/E2205/W/21/3289647, Planning Application 21/01020/AS – Land at the junction of The Meadows and Poplar Road – Appeal re Non determination within time allowed.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the draft response forwarded to councillors adds to the comments already made when the application was first put forward and should be submitted.
b)  22/00572/AS  2 Owen Court – Proposed single storey side extension.  Cllrs had heard further information from the applicant during the public session and had received comments from two neighbours.  After a full discussion it was agreed to support it, with one abstention. 
c)   22/00594/AS  Cullens Farm Buildings – Erection of 1 no. tourist accommodation cottage including change of use of land and parking, as an alternative to that approved under 18/00813/AS.  This application varies the layout to better provide for disabled use and results in a lower roof height. Cllrs agreed to support it.

4380.	To agree to submit the Application for change of use of the land for the Cemetery extension.  Agreed.
4381.	Correspondence:
	a)  Outlook on Oxney – request for donation towards printing costs.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should discuss the future needs of the Committee with the Editor, Sam Collins.
	b)  KALC – Annual Membership £455.72 plus VAT.  Agreed.
	c)  BHIB – Insurance Renewal £825.89.  This had been discussed in 4373 above and renewal agreed. 

4382.	Finance:
	a)  Monthly Transaction Statement & Caretaker’s.  To note that the first half of the Precept from ABC has now been received and £8,000 has now been received from KCC for their 21/22 contribution to the Caretaker Scheme.
	b)  To agree the Caretaker Scheme budget proposal.  Agreed.
	c)  To agree the Reserves at year end 31.03.22.  Cllrs had received a full explanation and agreed the list.

4383.	Working Party Reports:
	a)  Caretaker – Nothing to report.
	b)  Open Spaces – Nothing.
	c)  Highways – Nothing to report.
d)  Public Rights of Way – Clerk reported that the high stile on AT246, across to Blackbrook, had at last been replaced with a gate but the following stile has still to be replaced/repaired.  The narrow footpath from the Bridleway towards the High Weald Landscape Trail, AT89, has been widened but it will need continual work on it and the Footpaths Officer will be kept informed.  The footpath along the gill, AT83, towards the river has had the tree obstruction removed.  The footpath through the new house at Kingsgate, AT76, needs to be checked as does the stile off Swan Street on AT92, which has been reported as damaged.
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e)  Cemetery/Churchyard.  Nothing to report.
	
4384.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  14th June 2022
4385.	Items for Information:
a)  The Chairman reported that scaffolding is now up at the Swan and it is hoped that it will be open by the end of May.
b)  The Chairman informed the meeting that the owner of the Swan had asked ABC to remove the litter bin outside the Inn.  It is hoped that it can be moved to a better position.

	The meeting closed at 21.33hrs. 

Appendix
Planning Application 22/00572/AS – 2 Owen Court, Proposed single storey side extension. – The applicant gave further information and a neighbour attended the meeting to support it.
Mrs Miriam Lewis spoke generally on outstanding planning applications and in particular her concern that the Stocks Road development will be going to the Planning Committee for a decision.  She asked why the Parish Council had treated all the recent Housing Development Planning Applications differently.  The Chairman explained that the Parish Council had been consistent in its approach.  It had long supported an application for housing on the field on Stocks Road. The scheme at Poplar Farm House is inappropriate due to access and had also been taken out of ABC’s 2030 Plan at public examination, at which time it had also been opposed by the Parish Council.  The site at Stocks Road was also taken out of the Plan drafting process by ABC, but in that case once an application had been submitted.  The Parish Council felt that the Stocks Road application had more merit than that at Poplar Road and brought more affordable housing to the village.  Cllr Venning pointed out that each application must be treated individually and that we need to do something to bring about affordable housing to the village otherwise the children could grow up not being able to stay in the village. 
Mr Roger Parker asked that the village be given an explanation as to why the Parish Councils continues to support the proposed Stocks Road application when ABC refuses it.  The Chairman restated that the council had been consistent and that the proposed Stocks Road development would give more to the village than other proposed development.
Mrs Miriam Lewis pointed out that with the correct visibility splay on The Meadows/Poplar Road application the site would be big enough to have to include affordable housing which, at present, it doesn’t.  
Mr Roger Parker asked to place on the record his thanks for those who organised the May Day Village Fete and he hopes that it becomes an annual event.  If it is going to be made inclusive, in his opinion it needs the lead of the Parish Council, either a councillor or the Council.  The Chairman agreed that it was a fantastic occasion, he would be delighted to see it continue in the future, and all credit should be given to Judy Darkins and Jean Elliott for their initiative.  For it to happen again it needs to come from the community rather than the Parish Council although he would anticipate that the Parish Council would be happy to consider supporting it financially.
Mrs Miriam Lewis asked if the Parish Council was doing anything to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, for example, giving mugs to the school children.  The Chairman replied that it wasn’t planning anything specifically, but he felt sure that it would be happy to give financial support on an appropriate basis.
	
