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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th May 2018 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, L Brown, Borough Councillor, M Burgess, 7 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
3777.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

3778.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr G Parkin, reason accepted
3779.   To elect a Chairman and to sign the Declaration of Office:

Cllr Jeremy Smith was proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith.  There being no further nominations Cllr Smith was unanimously elected.  The Declaration of Office was signed.
3780.
To elect a Vice-Chairman:


Cllr George Parkin was proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Brown.  There being no further nominations Cllr Parkin was unanimously elected having previously indicated his willingness to stand.


At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.
            During the Public Session Mrs Mary Walton asked if agenda item 25a could be moved higher up 

            the agenda as she wasn't able to stay at the meeting very long.  The Chairman agreed to move it     

            to after Matters Arising.

3781.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 10th April 2018:  It was proposed by Cllr Mash

            and seconded by Cllr Venning  that these be confirmed as a correct record once an amendment

            had been made. All agreed. 
3782.
Matters Arising: 


i)   Update on ABC's handling of the 3 Budds Cottages Planning Application.  Borough Councillor

            Burgess reported that it appears to be a rule that officers should discuss with the Clerk when they are minded to grant an application when the Parish Council objects but it is not always followed.  After a short discussion it was agreed that clarification should be sought from ABC.

ii)   Trial cleaning of the War Memorial & quote from Burslems.  The quote received from Burslems states that they would use low pressure hot water and stiff bristle brush and light chemical induction if required. £925 plus VAT.   After a discussion it was agreed that Clerk would speak to them asking if a non aggressive approach was possible and not above the plinth.

iii)  Housing Needs Survey.  Cllr Venning reported that he has spoken with Action with Communities in Rural Kent who would be able to give their assistance in late September/October.  The cost could be between £1000 and £1200.  It might be possible to get a grant from the Members fund.  Cllr Venning will come with further details in due course.
3782a. Agenda item 25a Email from Mary Walton with regard to planning discussion & decision making. The Chairman reminded Councillors of the history of this topic; it had been raised a number of times at previous meetings, and he had opined that a response to a consultation by ABC on a planning application would not amount to the exercise of a 'function'.  He had also reported that the KALC Advisor agreed with that interpretation orally when they met last year.  After discussion, it was agreed to approach KALC again for a written response.
3783.
To elect members to Working Parties: 


a)  Village Caretaker – Cllrs Smith, Parkin and the Clerk


b)  Finance – Cllrs Smith, Parkin and the Clerk


c)  Planning – All Councillors
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d)  Open Spaces – Cllrs Brown & Lloyd-Smith


f)   Highways – Cllr Venning


g)  Public Rights of Way – Cllr Smith


h)  Churchyard and Cemetery – Cllr Mash
3784.
To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC meetings – Cllrs Smith & Parkin
3785.
To elect 1 representative to the Police Parish Forum or similar – Cllr Venning. 
3786.
To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Parkin
3787.
To elect  1 representative to Tenterden Social Hub (ex Day Centre )– Cllr Mash
3788.
Planning Applications (previously circulated)


18/00600/AS  Hope Farm House – Two storey side/rear extension; conversion of part of existing garage to annexe; erection of detached garage – All agreed to support this application.
3789.
To review and if necessary amend Standing Orders.  NALC has just produced a new  Standing Orders Pro forma so it was agreed to defer this item until the revisions had been considered by the Chairman and the Clerk.
3790.  To consider and agree the Financial Regulations as recommended by the Finance Working Party.  Defer.
3791.
To review the effectiveness of the system of financial internal control and the internal audit. The new systems as agreed at the annual meeting last year had all been put in place and were working well.
3792.
To review inventory of land and assets.  To be discussed at a later date.
3793.   To review 'Interactions with residents and the public'.  Agreed that no alterations or

             amendments were necessary.  

3794.   To review the Council's procedures for handling requests made under the Freedom of

            Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.  Procedures agreed without change.    

.
3795. 
To review the Council's Policy for dealing with the press/media.  Agreed no alterations/amendments required although the paragraph format needs correcting.
3796.  To  agree the wording of the consent form with regard to retaining information under GDPR.  After a short discussion the form was agreed.

3797.
To further consider the request to have two names added to the War Memorial, Samuel Ellice Pope & Cecil John Alldred.  Cllr Sykes had researched as to why the names hadn't been included in the first place but could find no reason why they hadn't been.  Cllr Venning proposed, seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith that the two names now be added to the War Memorial.  All agreed.  Clerk to discuss with Burslems and Cllrs agreed to pay up to £300 to have the names added.
3798.
To consider and agree to setting aside an area in the Cemetery for a Rose Garden for the scattering of Ashes.   The Clerk had received a request for this.  It was agreed in principle that this could be in the extension.  Clerk to gather further information.
3799.
To  agree the draft Memorandum of Understanding between Wittersham Parish Council, the Royal British Legion (Isle of Oxney Branch) and St. John the Baptist Church, Wittersham.  Cllrs had received a copy of this and agreed it. The Chairman added that the RBL Parade Note should be attached to it. 
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3800.
Annual Return:


a) Consider the findings of the review of the system of financial internal control.  No problems had been identified.


b)  Resolve to approve the Annual Governance Statement (previously circulated).  Cllr Sykes proposed, seconded by Cllr Mash that this be approved. All agreed.


c)  Sign & Date Annual Governance Statement.  Signed and dated.


d)  Consider the Accounting Statements (previously circulated to Cllrs)  Agreed.


e)  Resolve to approve the Accounting Statements.  Cllrs Venning proposed, seconded by Cllr Brown that these be approved. All agreed.


f)   Sign and date the Accounting Statements.  Signed and dated.
3801.
Correspondence:


a) see  3782a above.


b)  Came & Co. Insurance renewal.£872.84.  Cllr Sykes proposed, seconded by Cllr Mash that this be accepted.  All agreed.


c)  Local Council Review Annual Sub. £17.  Agreed.


d)  Request from Wittersham Sports Club Committee for a donation to assist with the cost of hiring a marquee for the 'Royal Wedding Village Tea Party' which they are holding on 19th May.  After a short discussion it was agreed to donate £280 as half of the relevant cost.


e)  Request from the Sweatman family to donate money for the purchase of a seat on The Green/Coronation Field in memory of Pam Sweatman.  All agreed to this.  Clerk to have a site meeting with Mick Sweatman as to the position and to thank them for their generosity.


f)  KCC – Request to comment on proposed diversion of part of public right of way AT86, Wittersham and AT103 & AT108 at Stone-cum-Ebony.  Clerk explained that the diversion of AT86 is from the field to the track alongside adding that the track has been used instead of the path across the field for a number of years.  No objection raised.  Cllrs didn't feel able to comment on the paths at Stone-cum-Ebony.
           For noting:  

g)  Certificate of Membership 01/04/18-31/03/19 received from Action with Communities in Rural Kent.

            h)  Letter re Barn/Garage at Ewe & Lamb Mews – Noted

            i)  LGA/NALC Working Together.  Clerk will be attending the launch on 16th May in Westminster as the Caretaker Scheme is a Case Study in the Guide.  

 
Previously Circulated:

j)  Local Council Review Spring 2018     k)  Arbour Spring 2018

Previously Circulated by email:

l)  ABC - Leader Briefing note for Parishes      m)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 15     n)  Kent Fire& Rescue – Volunteer information for Parishes     o)  Kent Police & Commissioner Newsletter March-April 2018     p)  NALC & LGA joint event on 16th May 2018     q)  ABC – Leader Briefing note for Parishes     r)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 16     s)  High Weald AONB – Alternative Housing Delivery Models event 23/5/18     t)  PCC Press Release – Kent Rural Residents encouraged to have their say on crime where they live     u)  Kent Police Rural Liaison Team Report & Rural Matters magazine     v)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 17           


w)  KALC – Response to Government consultations on the National Planning Policy Framework & Developer contributions     x)  Kent Police guidance on handling suspect packages   
3802.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's – Meeting held 4th May.  See agenda item 26.b)iii and 33.2


b)  Finance 


      i)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement – Agreed.


      ii) Caretaker's End of Year Statement – Noted.


      iii) Agree Caretaker's budget for 2018/19. - Agreed.


           c)  Planning:

                 Considered since last meeting:

                 18/00441/AS  Land on south side of Palstre Court Road – Agricultural access & track.  

                                        Although this application had been passed round for consideration before the 

                                        meeting Councillors asked a few questions.  It was agreed that only comments

                                        would be made as this is a Highways matter.

     Decisions received: 


     18/00363/AS  The Smitings, 28 Poplar Road – Proposed front porch.                       Granted
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                 18/00346/AS  Pond Acre, 28A Poplar Road – Single storey front extension to garage & part

                                        conversion to form a dining room.                                                           Granted


     18/00414/AS  Kingsgate House – Erection of a greenhouse.                                      Granted 


d)  Highways –  Noted that work is being carried out when reported.

e)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report.


f)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard  - Clerk reported on the very useful course (3803. ii) she had attended on 24th April run by ICCM at the City of London Cemetery.
3803.
To authorise payments:

i)  Reimburse Lexi Datta for fertiliser for the Triangle £7.85.  Authorised.


ii) Reimburse Clerk for cost of travelling to Manor Park for the Cemetery Management & Compliance course on 24th April £70.55. Authorised.
3804.
Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies:

i)  Village Hall Management Committee -  In Cllr Parkin's absence there was no report.

ii) Tenterden Forum – The Chairman reported on a meeting he had attended, the main point of interest being a public consultation which is being held between May and July for a bus service with the Dial a Ride approach.  We could have a potential interest.
3805.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 

3806.
Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council:  12th June 2018 at 7.30pm
3807.
Items for information: 


i)  Ashford Local Plan 2030.  The Chairman hopes to attend the examination in public on 30th May.


ii)  The Chairman reported that he had telephoned Kenneth Bannerman with regard to the airfield memorial plaque and is waiting for a call back.

3808.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public.


 Proposed by Cllr Lloyd-Smith and seconded by Cllr Mash.  All agreed.


1)  NJC new pay scales for Clerks. Agreed.


2)  Increase in Caretaker's salary, as recommended by the Caretaker Working Party. Agreed.

3)  Agreed that Clerk's hours for administering the Caretaker Scheme be put back to the original figure of 10 hours per month.  The Clerk gave her thanks.
The meeting closed at 22.02hrs 
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications


18/00600/AS  Hope Farm House – A member of the public supported it.
Other Matters

Mrs Mary Walton explained in more detail how she felt the Parish Council should conduct its considerations when dealing with Planning Applications as we are in the High Weald AONB.


Mrs Miriam Lewis asked who from KALC had advised us on whether we were carrying out a function when considering planning applications as she felt it was worrying if everyone was being advised in this way and was insistent that she be given this information.  

           After further exchanges between Mrs Lewis and Councillors and Mrs Lewis and members of the 
public a resolution was passed to close the public session and move on to the agenda.

.
