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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th January 2020 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, G Parkin, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, L Brown, C Sykes Borough Councillor M Burgess, Volunteer Support Warden Lee Phelan, 3 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4113.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  None
4114.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
4115.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2019:  Confirmed and signed as a

            correct record. 


4116.
Matters Arising: 

i) Play Park update.  The Clerk reported that she had met with Jon Middleton, Karen Rivers & Amanda Scott (ABC) and our Caretaker on 14th January.  Amanda Scott only deals with new play parks in the Borough so was not able to recommend action to be taken with regard to our existing Play Park by Woodland View, but was able to give her opinion on it.  She is very happy and keen to give advice on any new area should that be agreed to be the way forward.  After a short discussion it was agreed that Clerk follow up with ABC as to what action can be taken to improve the existing play park.  


ii)  Mirror opposite the top of Acton Lane.  Mirror is now in place and thanks had been sent to  Messrs. Piper for siting it.
4117.
Planning Application: (previously circulated to Councillors)


19/01754/AS  Land beside the Beeches formally Hope Farm, Blackwall Road.  Variation of 
conditions 3,7,10 & 15 on permitted application 19/00627/AS.  Agreed to support this application.
4118.
To consider the Kent Men of the Trees competition report and actions to be taken.  As in 
the previous year it was agreed to set up a group to look at the recommendations.  To consist of 
Cllrs Lloyd-Smith & Brown, Tree Wardens Phil Willcocks & Chris Teesdale, Caretaker & Clerk.  
Clerk to arrange.
4119.  Task List.  No further suggestions received.  Cllr Parkin reported that the British Legion would 
like to be involved in any plans that the village has to celebrate VE day 75.   It was agreed in 
principle to financially support a village event. The Chairman reported that Highway 
Improvement Plans will be discussed at the next KALC meeting.
4120.
Land Holdings Registration.  It was explained that the three Statutory Documents will have to 
be declared by the Clerk before a Commissioner for Oaths at a charge of £5 each. Cllr Sykes 
proposed, seconded by Cllr Parkin that authorisation be given for this.  All agreed. A few 
amendments are still to be made, in particular with regard to the Village Hall.  Agreed that the 
Chairman talk to ACRK with regard to this.
4121.
To discuss and agree the way forward with regard to vehicles in the Cemetery.  Clerk 
reported that vehicles appear to be driving down the track within the Cemetery and then 
reversing or driving over soft ground.  It has also been noted that a vehicle is being parked in 
the turning circle whilst a dog is being walked round the orchard.  Agreed a sign to be put in the 
Cemetery and a short article in the Outlook on Oxney.
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4122.
Correspondence:


a) ABC – Great British Spring Clean 20th March to 13th April 2020.  Agreed to take part and Cllr 
Parkin very kindly offered to organise it.


b) KCC – Select Committee on Affordable Housing.  Chairman to draft a response for Cllrs to 
comment on and then forward to KCC.

Previously Circulated by email:

c)  Latest news from South East Water     d)  KALC CEO Bulletin 3.     e)  VE Day 75, Ringing out for peace.     f)  NALC  Chairman's open letter to all Cllrs.     g)  Festive news from the High Weald AONB Partnership.     h)  KALC News December 2019     I)  ABC – Leader Briefing note for Parishes no. 29.    j)  ABC – Leader Briefing note for Parishes no. 30.    k)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin.     
4123.  Payment Authorisations:


i)  Clerk's expenses October to December 2019. £55.86 plus £24.78 from Chairman's Allowance, total £80.64.  Authorised.


ii)  Wittersham Village Hall – Re-charge of Vodafone WiFi for 12 months at £20 per month.  £240.  Authorised.


Iii)  Invicta Law.  Annual Membership due.  Cllrs authorised payment but Chairman will talk to them first to clarify what is included in the fee.
4124.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's:  Caretaker meeting to be arranged.


b)  Finance:


     I)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.      Agreed.


     ii)  Three quarterly budget statement.  Noted.



c)  Planning:
 
      Considered since last meeting:

      19/01730/AS  Lordings Oast – Proposed Greenhouse (Retrospective).   Support                                                       
                 Decisions received:  None

                 To note:  Land known as parcel 2 on south side of Palstre Court Road – Alleged planning

                 breach.                      

            d)  Highways: Pot holes at the entrance to Lloyds Green reported.  Road edge on left hand side 

                 of road to Peasmarsh before the Leas damaging car tyres reported.  SID moved today.

e)  Public Rights of Way: All very muddy! 


f)   Open Spaces: An increase in dog fouling noted.  Chairman to mention this in his report 


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard: Nothing to report. 
4125.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
4126.
Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council: 11th February 2020 at 7.30pm.
4127.
Items for information: 


1)  Clerk will be attending the Web Accessibility Workshop on 20th January


2)  Cllr Lloyd-Smith will be attending the Health & Wellbeing Conference on 6th February.


3)  Cllr Venning gave a short report on the progress of the Save the Swan Campaign.


4)  A note for diaries.  Wittersham Tennis Tournament 6th September.
4128.   To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public.


Proposed by Cllr Parkin, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by remaining Cllrs. 


KALC – Community Award Scheme.  One name was chosen from 3 suggestions.

The meeting closed at 21.26 hrs.
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Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
1)  Roger Parker brought the Council's attention to the fact that the SID doesn't appear to work below 27mph or above 40mph.  The Chairman explained that this is in line with KCC policy. Mr Parker also asked that the Council keep in mind any opportunity to reduce the speed of vehicles on entering the village. It should also endeavour to have removed the section of fence by Hillview Garage that reduces visibility along the road.

2)  Phil Willcocks introduced Chris Teesdale who has very kindly offered to take over from him as Tree Warden in due course.  He also suggested that the school children could be involved in planting new trees.

3)  Lee Phelan, Voluntary Support Warden had nothing of note to report
