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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th July 2025 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), A Lloyd-Smith, S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, J Smith, S Gill, A Mather (Caretaker), 1 member of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4845.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor Johnny Shilton and County Councillor Wayne Chapman.
4846.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

4847.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th June 2025.  Agreed and signed as a correct record.
4848.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Sports Club Lease update.   The Chairman reported that he is waiting to hear from the Sports Club regarding recent correspondence between the Sports Club and the Landlord. 
b)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk will be going to East Sussex Archives in Hove on 30th July to look at the records held there.  The Clerk reported that once the tree survey has been carried out, we should know what affect any work to the brick path might do to the lime tree in the churchyard.
c)  ABC/Caretaker Scheme update.  Further information has been provided by ABC regarding the amount they propose to contribute to the Caretaker Scheme from 1st April 2026.  This isn’t sufficient to cover the costs of the Scheme as it stands.  After a full discussion it was agreed to talk to the other parish councils in the Scheme.  
d)  Village Hall Management Committee representative.  The Chairman will attend the Committee’s next meeting.
e)   Additional Horse warning sign update.  We are still waiting for a reply from KCC.
f)   Kent Men of The Trees Competition.  The Clerk reported that she hadn’t been able to find an appropriate tree in the time given so suggested that we keep this in mind should the competition be run again next year.

The meeting was adjourned at this point for the Public Session.

4849.	Planning Application:
	PA/2025/1040  Palstre Court – Erection of single storey annex.  Councillors had been given background 
	Information from the Applicant during the adjourned Public Session.  Councillors agreed to Support 
	this application.  The Clerk was asked to complain to ABC that there is a problem accessing the portal.
 
4850. 	To agree the tree survey.  The Clerk had received a quote from PJC Consultancy which is the same as 
	quoted and accepted in November 2021. Councillors agreed to accept the quote of £895 excluding Vat.

4851. 	To review Standing Orders.  Reviewed, no amendments required.

4852.	To review Financial Regulations.  There have been some amendments to NALC’s Model Financial Regulations on Procurement which the Clerk will include in the ones we hold.

4853.	To review our Policy and Procedure for Co-opting Councillors to Fill Vacancies.  The Chairman suggested some amendments.  Agreed.
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4854. 	To review Safeguarding Children, Young People and Vulnerable Adults Policy.  Following the request from Cllr Lloyd-Smith at the last meeting to look at other Safeguarding policies the Clerk has produced an AI generated one which all Councillors had seen.  After a full discussion it was agreed that this one be adopted.  The new DSL (Designated Safeguarding Lead) will be Cllr Lloyd-Smith and the Clerk.

4855.	To review our Approach to Risk, its Mitigation and Control.  The Chairman suggested some amendments.  The Clerk to check whether the money market deposit is visible.  Agreed.

4856.	Correspondence:
	a)  Email from Wittersham’s CARM requesting permission for a tree to be planted in the Memorial Garden in memory of Derek Harman.  After a short discussion it was agreed that a cherry tree may be planted there.
	b)  KALC’s Local Government Reorganisation Survey.  This had been forwarded to all Councillors.  Cllr Smith had drafted the responses.  Councillors agreed that the Clerk should use these to complete the online survey.
	c)  Email from Michael Shepherd regarding the Planning Application for the Old Corner House.  Councillors are concerned with the way his planning application is being dealt with at ABC but agreed that there wasn’t any more that the Council could do.
	d)   CCLA – Notice of some changes.  No action is required. 

4857.	Payments for Authorisation.  Clerk’s expenses of £91.18.  This includes the refreshments for the Annual Parish Meeting which is allocated to the Chairman’s Allowance in the budget.  Agreed.

4858.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker.  Nothing to report. 
b)  Finance:
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted. 
ii)  First quarter’s budget statement.  Noted
iii) Caretaker’s Budget for 2025-26.  Agreed.
To note that the dates given for the Notice of Public Rights to view the Accounts is from 19th June to 30th July 2025.
c)   Planning Decisions:  None to date.
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report 
e)  Highways – Nothing to report.
f)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report. 
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard.  The Clerk reported that Greg Penoyre had very kindly agreed to produce a map that KB Ecology has requested to complete the Biodiversity Net Gain report required.

4859.	Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:
 	Cllr Smith gave a full report on the KALC EGM he had attended on 19th June which had discussed Local 
	Government Reorganisation.

4860.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  9th September 2025 at 7pm.  (No meeting in August.)

4861.	Items for Information:
	a)  The KALC Award for 2025 had been given to Julia Sabline and Jane Neame for ‘organising our Open 	Gardens each year bringing the community together to view gardens and to socialise at the same time 
	as raising funds for our local Church.
	b)  Cllr Smith reported that having spoken with Terry Mortimer, Corporate Director (Law and 
	Governance) at ABC, the transfer of the registered Village Green to the Parish Council shouldn’t be a
	problem. 
	c)  Cllr Smith informed the meeting that he had been thinking that it would be advantageous to have a
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	community support body for Wittersham, set out as a CIO.  It was generally agreed that this is a good 
	idea.
	d)  Cllr Lloyd-Smith reported that it is hoped that the Church will hold a Christmas Tree competition this 
	year when all organisations and individuals can take part.

4862.	To resolve by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public:	
	Caretaker’s Salary.  Proposed by Cllr Smith and seconded by Cllr Venning and fully supported.
	After a full discussion an increase was agreed.

	The meeting closed at 21.14hrs.

Appendix
Planning Application PA/2025/1040  Palstre Court.  The Applicant apologised for attending the meeting late. She gave more details on the planning application and some very interesting background information.
