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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th October 2016 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, G Parkin, P Venning, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 4 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
The Chairman opened the meeting, explaining that since the last meeting John Rivers and Nigel Thom had resigned as Councillors.  They had been stalwart supporters of the Parish Council and village.  Ashford Borough Council has been informed and the process started to replace them.  An election can be held if 10 electors request it with a cost to the Council of approximately £3,000 otherwise two electors may be co-opted on to the Council.
3419.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr D Green, reason accepted.  
3420.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii)  Request that Councillors or any other persons present declare if they intend to record any of the proceedings using any video or audio recording devices or camera.  None
3421.
To elect a Vice Chairman:  Cllr Venning proposed Cllr. Parkin, seconded by Cllr Mash. As there were no further nominations Cllr Parkin was duly elected Vice Chairman by all Councillors.

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session. See appendix at the end of the Minutes.
3422.
To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 13th September 2016: Confirmed and signed as a correct record.  
3423.
Matters Arising: The Cemetery Notice Board is now in place.  Clerk to check to see if ABC has sent out the Minutes etc from the Parish Forum meeting. The Chairman pointed out it is not legal to have Barbeques on the Village Green.


3424. 
Planning Application: (previously circulated to Councillors)


16/01385/AS  The Lea, Blackwall Road – Summerhouse.  Councillors unanimously agreed to support this application.

3425.  To decide the way forward for preparation of the PC's public response to the decision of the Planning Inspector with regard to the proposed Stocks Road Development: The Chairman explained that it was quite plausable for the local newspaper to run a story and to ask for the Parish Council's views.  He read out a draft and asked for Councillors comments.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the Chairman should circulate a final draft for approval after minor amendments.                                                                                                                                                                             
3426.  To elect a representative to the Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr Venning proposed Cllr Parkin, seconded by Cllr Mash.  All agreed. 
3427.
To consider a donation to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal:  £100 was agreed.
3428.   VOICES programme update:  The Chairman informed the meeting that he had obtained the progress spreadsheet from John Rivers which needs updating.  He had had a meeting with Roger Parker, Chairman of VOICES, last week.  The distribution of topics will need to be revisited.  Suggested we wait until we have a full Council before this is carried out.
3429.
To consider a request, via Mrs Miriam Lewis, for signage on the Village Green:  Clerk had obtained planning information on this from ABC but it was agreed that until details of the proposed signage has been received no decision can be made.
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3430.
Correspondence:


a) Consultation on council tax referendum principles: Agreed to support KALC's views.


b) Consultation on Strategy for Adults with Autism in Kent.  Cllr Parkin very kindly offered to complete this.


c) ABC – Consultation from BT regarding intention to remove telephone boxes in various parts of the Borough:  After a full discussion it was agreed to request a red box and to keep a line in it at a cost to the Parish Council. 


d) Further emails from Nicholas Hurst – It was agreed to send Mr Hurst a list of key contacts.

 
For noting:  None

Previously Circulated:


e)  Arbor – Summer 2016     f)  Local Council Review – Summer 2016     g)  Clerks and Councils Direct     h)  Weald of Kent Protection Society – Watch on the Weald Summer 2016     


Previously Circulated by email:

i)  Southern Water – First National Drought Study     j)  Mike Hill, KCC – Speed Indicator Devices


k)  KALC – Bulletin on national developments & meetings 16/09/16     l)  Highways England Consultation on Managing Freight Vehicles through Kent     m)  Southern Water – Stakeholder Workshop invite     n)  KALC – Parish News September 2016     o)  My Community.org.uk Weekly Digest 03/10/16     p)  News from the High Weald     q)  Kent Police – Rural Weekly update 03/10/16     r)  KALC – Bulletin on national developments & meetings 30/09/16
3431.
To Authorise Payments:


a)  Invoice from Greenbarnes for Cemetery Notice Board £747.77 plus VAT £149.55 = £897.32  Authorised.


b)  Clerk's expenses from 9th March to 10th October 2016 £168.82.  Authorised.


c)  KALC – Finance Conference Fee £60 + VAT £12 = £72.  Authorised.

3432.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker – Nothing to report.


b)  Finance


     i)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement – Agreed.


     ii) Half Yearly Statement noted


c)  Planning:


     Decisions received:  None


     Considered since last meeting:

     16/01362/AS  3 Queens Head Cottages, The Street – Listed Building Consent –                                       Replacement of French doors with a window, removal of fireplace breast in  dining room and additionof extraction hood in kitchen.           Support       


d)  Highways – Nothing to report.


e)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report.


f)  Open Spaces – Clerk reported that the fence at the back of the Bus Shelter has been broken.  It was agreed that as there is a hedge there it doesn't need replacing. The Kissing Gate into Coronation Field will need to be replaced in the not too distant future.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard – Nothing to report.
3433.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.    

3434.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  8th November 2016 at 7.30pm.
3435.
Items for information: 


a)  The Chairman informed the meeting of unauthorised building work that is taking place on one of the strips of land in Budds Lane that had been sold a few years ago.  Ashford Borough Council has been informed.


b)  Cllr Venning asked if there is any more information on the shed being built at the back of shop.  The Chairman was able to update everyone.

3436.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public.


Proposed Cemetery Extension.  Proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Parkin.


Councillors discussed a rabnge of alternatives for making best use of the shape of site for the proposed extension, as generously offered by the Mallet family, and decided on the next steps required to move the project forward.
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The meeting closed at 22.03hrs 
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
1.  Roger Parker as Chairman of VOICES and on behalf of residents gave thanks to John Rivers and Nigel Thom on their resignation as Councillors.  He knows how much they had done and the pressure they were often under. Phil Willcocks supported this saying that it is a great pity that we have lost them.

2.  Phil Willcocks brought to Councillors notice the fact that there is a body of noisy children around at the moment.  A man hole cover had been lifted in the Sports Field, glass in the telephone box had been smashed and a bike trashed.  Bikes and skate boards are being ridden dangerously down Forge Meads and into Poplar Road.  Cllr Parkin asked that the Sports Club Chairman be asked to make sure that the manhole cover was now safe.

3.  To note that the PCSO should normally attend a meeting if an agenda item requires it. 
