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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th March 2025 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs A Lloyd-Smith (Chairman), J Smith, S Gill, P Venning, S Mash and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
Before the meeting started a Minute’s silence was held in memory of ex Borough Councillor M Burgess who had sadly passed away on 16th February 2025.
4787.	Apologies & reasons for absence: Cllrs J Newton and C Sykes, reasons accepted.
4788.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None.
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  There were no members of the public present.

4789.    To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th February 2025. After the correction of two typing 
              errors the Minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.
                    
4790.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Swan update.  In Cllr Newton’s absence the Clerk reported that emails had been sent asking for volunteers to form a committee to all those who had given their email addresses following the meeting on 20th February 2025.  Unfortunately, only two had been forthcoming so another email had been sent asking again.  Two more had come forward with a possible two others.   The Clerk will talk to Cllr Newton on his return when a meeting will be arranged for those who had expressed an interest in forming a committee. 
b)  Sports Club Lease update.  In Cllr Newton’s absence Cllr Smith reported that the future looked positive although the Lease had now run out but was being held over.  Cllr Venning was concerned that it would appear that the Parish Council didn’t have the whole village at heart, however it was agreed that although it did, there was very little it could do at this stage. 
c)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  The Clerk informed the meeting that Jamie Cunningham KCC had come back to confirm that KCC was not responsible for the piece of land between the footway and the brick path in front of the Church and that he hoped to inspect the state of the brick path on Wednesday, 12th March.  He would report on his findings.  There followed a full discussion on who should take responsibility for the piece of land between the two footways.  It was finally agreed that the Parish Council would register it and sub let it to the Church.  The Clerk and Cllr Smith would look to register this together with the Council’s other land holdings.
d)  Result of Caretaker Scheme meeting with ABC Officer.   The Clerk reported that she and the Caretaker had met with David Hartley from Aspire and shown him all the areas maintained by the Parish Council on the Borough Council’s behalf.  No further information had come back from ABC.  David Hartley had confirmed that he would install the bench we have, in the Play Area and might have a picnic table too.
e)  VE Day Celebrations 8th May 2025.  Cllr Venning asked whether the British Legion had anything planned.  The Clerk replied that Dave Fletcher will raise the flag the Council had purchased and the RBL will be holding their normal evening on 8th May and will invite others to attend when a film will be shown.  The Clerk had purchased some bunting for the Club Room as it will be the PC’s coffee shop.

4791.    Planning Applications:  There were none.

4792.    If Planning Application 21/01406/AS Stocks Road housing is put on the ABC Planning Committee 
	Agenda for 19th March decide on the Council’s approach to that session.  It will be.  After a full 
               discussion Cllr Smith agreed to attend the Committee Meeting and speak on the Council’s behalf.  Cllrs
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 	also agreed that he would say that he thought it a shame that only 20 dwellings were proposed instead 
              of 30 as on the original application. 

4793.	Correspondence:
	a)  KCC – Diversion of PROW AT80 & AT81 (around Rugden) Order came into force on 4th March 2025.
	b)  Outlook on Oxney – Request for £1000 donation towards cost of printing.  Agreed.
	c)  Air Ambulance Charity Kent Surrey Sussex – Request for donation of £400.  £100 agreed. 

4794.	Payments for Authorisation:  Clerk’s expenses 1st January to 11th March 2025.  £104.09.  Agreed.

4795.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The Clerk reported that both she and the Caretaker have been invited to Kenardington and Warehorne’s APM.  She had received a request asking that the Parish Council do something about the apparent increase in dog fouling through the village.  She had purchased some stickers which the Caretaker has attached to lamp posts in the hope that it might help.
b)  Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statements.   Noted.
c)   Planning: 
Decisions received:
PA/2024/2264  2 Addison Cottages – Proposed external wall insulation and render finish Granted
PA/2024/2327  Coombe Bank – Proposed two storey side extension, detached garage with utility area/office room and swimming pool.  Granted.
d)   Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways – Clerk to report dip on the side of the road through Peening Quarter.
f)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard  -  Nothing to report.

4796.	Date of the Annual Parish Meeting:  8th April 2025 at 7pm.

4797.	Date for the next Parish Council Meeting.  8th April following the Annual Parish meeting.

4798.     Items for Information:
	a)  Planning Enforcement Training 5th March 2025.  The Clerk reported on the meeting she had attended.
	b) Chairman’s Conference Report.  Cllrs Newton and Lloyd-Smith had attended an interesting meeting.
	c)  The Clerk reported that Roger Parker was happy for one of the benches he had donated to the 
	Council be donated to the Climate Oxney’s Community Garden.
	d)  Cllr Smith informed the meeting that he had attended the Climate Oxney meeting held on the 8th 
	March the main topic being transport.
	e)  Cllr Smith also reported on an informal KALC briefing he had received on Devolution and the possible 
	Unitary Councils that he thought might be formed.
 
	The meeting closed at 20.29hrs. 
