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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th June 2025 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs A Lloyd-Smith (Acting Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, J Smith and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4831.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs Newton & Gill, reasons accepted & Borough Councillor Johnny Shilton.
4832.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	Public Session: There were no members of the public present.

4833.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th May 2025.  Agreed and signed as a correct record following the correction of a typing error.
4834.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
	Cllr Smith asked that the following be included in Matters Arising:
1. The signing of the Declaration of Office by Cllr Newton.  This will be carried out before his next
meeting as per the Minutes.
2. The request for the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee to attend our next 
meeting regarding the appointment of a Parish Council representative on the Village Hall Management Committee.  The Clerk had spoken to the Chairman.  He explained that it wasn’t necessary to have a Councillor on the Committee.  After a full discussion it was agreed to write to the Chairman, copied to the Secretary and Treasurer, asking for a copy of the Minutes of their last meeting as it was felt that as Custodian Trustee of the Village Hall the Parish Council should be more aware of its activities.
a)  Swan Update.  Cllr Smith informed the meeting that he had seen the submission from Mrs Miriam Lewis on the ABC Planning Portal regarding the application for Change of Use from a Public House to residential use and thought it excellent and deserved thanks. 
b)  Sports Club Lease update.   Cllr Smith gave a report on the Sports Club AGM which was held on 15th May 2025.  Regarding the conversion to a CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation) the Landlord has requested that it be a Foundation model which only has trustees as members.  Comments are awaited.  Work is needed on the pavilion and the Notice Board will go back in place.  Profits from the Trading Company were down in 2024 but picked up in early 2025.
c)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  Nothing further to report.
d)  ABC/Caretaker Scheme update.  The Clerk reported that a breakdown of the amount that ABC was prepared to give to the scheme for 2026-27 had been received but some areas had been left out.  Apparently, they did not consider the cutting of the grass in Poplar Farm Field within their remit!  The Clerk is still chasing for further information.
e)  Village Hall Management Committee representative.  See 4834. 2 above.
f)   Insurance renewal update.  Following the decision at the last meeting to delegate the decision on renewing the Insurance Premium to the Clerk she reported that although asking for a quote from Zurich nothing had been received.  Cllr Smith had contacted Clear Councils to question the replacing of  Aviva with Ecclesiastical.  They had explained the decision and had agreed to waive their Arrangement fee, so the Clerk paid the premium of £966.72.
g)  KCC Highways and Road Closure signage.  The Clerk reported that she had received a full response from KCC. This has been forwarded to Jonathan Strong.  Should anyone see signs that have been left out once the work has been completed, they should report it to KCC Highways who will take action.
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4835. 	To arrange a tree survey for insurance purposes and to include the trees in the Churchyard.  The Clerk 	reported that the last survey was carried out in 2021 and they recommended that it be carried out 
	every two years.  Agreed to ask PJC Consultancy for a quote.

4836. 	To appoint an Internal Auditor for the next year.  The Clerk reported that the present Auditor, David Chesson had very kindly agreed to do this again.

4837.	Internal Auditor’s Report for 2024-25.  David Chesson’s report had been forwarded to all Councillors, who appreciated his very full report and thanks were given.

4838.	Annual Return:
	a)  Resolve to approve the Annual Governance Statement (previously forwarded to Councillors).  Each statement was gone through and answered.  Approval was given.
	b)  Sign and date Annual Governance Statement.  Signed and dated.
	c)  Consider the Accounting Statements (previously forwarded to Councillors).  This agreed with the Receipts and Payments Account already accepted.
	d)  Resolve to approve the Accounting Statements.  Approved.
	e)  Sign and date the Accounting Statements.  Signed and dated.

4839.	To agree Health & Safety Policy (previously forwarded to Councillors.)  This had originally been AI generated but Cllr Smith had gone through it making suitable changes.  These were approved by Councillors.

4840.	Correspondence:
	a)  Email from Peter Burnett requesting an additional Horse warning sign along Peening Quarter Road.  There are already two signs in position, but these are each side of the bend.  It was agreed to ask for an additional one the Tenterden side of Hope Farm, possibly attached to the existing 40mph sign.
	b)  Kent Men of the Trees Competition invitation.  It was agreed to ask our Tree Warden if he knew of any appropriate trees and Cllr Lloyd-Smith would look into this too.

4841.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker.  Waiting for a meeting. 
b)  Finance:
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements:  Noted and that the Caretaker Scheme Balance has been amended. 
ii)  Agree Caretaker Scheme’s End of Year Statement 2024/25.  Agreed.  Budget for 2025-26 awaiting Working Party meeting.
c)   Planning Decisions:  PA/2025/0606  20 The Street.  Two storey rear extension and changes to fenestration. Granted.
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report 
e)  Highways – Nothing to report.
f)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report. 
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard.  The Clerk is still chasing for the Biodiversity Net Gain report.

4842.	Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:
KALC meeting 28th May 2025 attended by Cllrs Smith & Newton.  Cllr Smith gave a short report.  The Police representative had been unable to attend but it was noted that catapult crime is getting priority and e scooters are being taken off the streets.

4843.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  8th July 2025 at 7pm.

4844.	Items for Information:  None
	The meeting closed at 20.26hrs. 
