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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th May 2019 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, G Parkin, A Lloyd-Smith, L Brown, Borough Cllr M Burgess, 5 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
Councillors signed the Declaration of Office before the meeting commenced.
The Chairman welcomed everyone and explained that there had been no need for an election on 2nd May as there were 7 people standing for 7 seats.  He thanked councillors for putting themselves forward for a further term.  He then went on to read out the legal advice for electing a Chairman. 
3989.
To elect a Chairman.  Cllr Jeremy Smith was proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr 
Mash. There were no further nominations.  All councillors agreed that Jeremy Smith continue as 
Chairman.  The Declaration of Office was signed.

3990.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

3991.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr C Sykes, reason accepted.  Community Warden Jo Vos.
3992.   To elect a Vice-Chairman.  Cllr George Parkin was nominated by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith.  There being no further nominations all agreed that Cllr Parkin continue as Vice-Chairman.

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
3993.  To confirm Minutes of the Planning meeting held on 18th April 2019:  Confirmed

            and signed as a correct record. 

3994.
Matters Arising from 9th April 2019: 

i)  Update on correspondence with KCC Cllr Roger Gough on change of KCC policy on Free School Transport .  Letter to Cllr Gough acknowledged by PA. Copy sent to Damian Green MP with a covering letter to which he had replied stating that he would take it up with KCC.  Chairman had sent a letter to the Primary School explaining the issue, to be given to appropriate parents.


ii)  Great British Spring Clean 13th April result.  Cllr Parkin reported on a successful afternoon and ABC had been pleased with the result.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith suggested a notice or two put in suitable places asking people not to throw rubbish out of their car window.  To be considered at another time.

iii) Housing Needs Survey Meeting of 13th May update.  This had been held with Mark James from ABC, Tessa O'Sullivan ACRK, Cllrs Smith, Mash, Brown, Venning and the Clerk.  Useful feedback from ABC and ACRK.  There is a need for dwellings for older people but the problem still remains as to where any housing could be located.


iv)  The Swan update.  John Newton is pulling together a group to take the project forward.  The first meeting for the team will be held on 12th June.  It was agreed that the Chairman write to ABC again, informing them that there is now a project team working on reopening The Swan.


vi)  SIDs update.  Nothing further to report. Still waiting on ABC to provide a licence which will satisfy KCC.
3995.
Appointment of members to existing Working Parties.


a)  Village Caretaker – Chairman, Cllr Parkin & Clerk


b)  Finance – Chairman, Cllr Parkin & Clerk


c)  Planning – All Councillors
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d)  Open Spaces – Cllrs Brown & Lloyd-Smith


e)  Highways – Cllr Venning


f)  Public Rights of Way – Cllr Smith


g) Cemetery/Churchyard – Cllr Sykes in his absence
3996.
To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC meetings – Cllrs Smith & Parkin

3997.
To elect 1 representative to the Police Parish Forum – Cllr Venning

3998.
To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Parkin

3999.
To elect 1 representative to Tenterden Social Hub – Cllr Mash

4000.
To elect 1 representative to the Joint Parishes Transport Committee – Cllr Brown
4001.
Planning Applications: (previously circulated to Councillors)

19/00524/AS  Land to the south side Palstre Court Road (known as Willow Tree Barn) – Change of use & works of conversion of an existing redundant barn to residential dwelling with biodiversity & landscape enhancements. Councillors had listened to comments made during the public session and after a full discussion agreed to object to this application. The Council is aware of the history on this site & the deferred enforcement against the residents.  It has noted the objections made by Mr King & the points made on policy.  It is aware of the size of the site & that there could be more than this application to come.  It recognises the delicate balance between converting agricultural building to housing but on this occasion it doesn't think a case has been made.

19/00627/AS  Land adjoining The Beeches known as Hope Farm, Blackwall Road – Demolition of redundant stable building and menage, conversion of Atcost barn to a self contained 3 bedroom dwelling with associated parking, amenity, landscaping and biodiverse enhancements.  After a short discussion six Cllrs agreed to support this application with one objection. 

19/00628/AS  Land adjoining The Beeches known as Trebyan, Blackwall Road – Demolition of three redundant buildings, removal of hardstanding, conversion and extension of a barn into a self contained one bedroom dwelling with associated parking, amenity, landscaping & biodiversity enhancements.  After a short discussion six Cllrs agreed to support this application with one objection.
4002.
To review Standing Orders – Deferred.

4003.
To review Financial Regulations – Deferred.

4004.
To review the effectiveness of the system of financial internal control and the internal 
audit.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the system was working well and David 
Chesson will carry out the audit for which Councillors were grateful.

4005.
To review the inventory of land, assets & office equipment.  All Councillors had a copy of the 
Asset Register.  It was pointed out that the name 'The Green' given to the area between the War 
Memorial and Coronation Field often gets confused with the registered Village Green between 
Forge Meads and Woodland View and that Memorial Gardens may be better.  Decision deferred.

4006.
Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured risks. See 
agenda item 27. Minute no. 4014.a

4007.   To review 'Interactions with residents & the public'  Councillors were happy that it stayed the 
same.

4008.
To review the Council's procedures for handling requests made under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000.  All requests are handled by the Clerk.

4009.
To review the Council's policy for dealing with the press/media.  Agreed no change 
required.
4010.
Forward Task List.  Deferred to next meeting.
4011.
Request from resident to consider compensation from the Caretaker Scheme.  Chairman 
explained that it would appear that the Caretaker had cut through a telephone line on 'The 
Green', behind the Bus Shelter when repairing the fence causing a resident to be without a land 
line which caused her inconvenience especially when running a business.  The Clerk is unaware 


of any BT wayleave so it would not be known that a telephone line is there.  Agreed that the 
Chairman writes to the Chairman of BT explaining the situation and asking if there is a 
wayleave.
Page 787
4012.
To consider quotes for repairing the Church wall.  Two quotes had been received.  One for 
£3,500 approx. which would include the corner repair and some pointing and one for £900 which 


includes the corner repair and making good the end of the wall.  Agreed to accept the latter 
quote.
4013.
Approval to dispose of the old laptop to the Clerk for £1.  This had been bought 7 years ago 
for £291.  Agreed.
4014.
Correspondence:

a)  Came & Co. - Insurance renewal £907.75. (Part of a 3 year deal)  Both the Chairman & Vice-
Chairman had been able to examine this.  All agreed.


b)  LCR Annual Subscription £17.  Agreed.


c)  Kent County Playing Fields Association – Annual Subscription £20.  Agreed.


For noting:
            d)  Certificate of Membership April 19 - March 20 from Action with Communities in Rural Kent.

Previously Circulated by email:

e)  Rural Kent e-newsletter     f)  Have your say – Kent Social Care Accommodation Strategy Round Table Engagement Event     g)  KCC – Forward Works Planning Interim Programme         h)  KALC – Parish News April 2019     i)  Ashford Volunteer Centre – Support Cafe re-launch       j)  How can the High Weald AONB Partnership help your Parish      k)  KALC – Community-Led Housing & Self-Build Conference 2019     l)  Monthly update from PCSOs.     m)  KALC – Communication & Social Media Networking Event – 22nd June.      n)  News from the High Weald AONB Partnership May 2019.     o)  Kent Police – More than £2m recovered under Proceeds of Crime Act     p)  Town & Parish Councils – VE Day 75 - 8th May 2020     q)  ABC - Letter to the Parish Councils re Country's increase in knife crime.     r)  KCC Highways & Transportation message to Parish & Town Councils about Working Better Together.     s)  Kent Mineral Sites Plan & Early Partial Review of the KMWLP: Submission Notification.     t)  KCC – Household Waste Recycling Centres' – charging policy for non-household waste material starts on Monday 3 June.  Put on Facebook Page & Nextdoor.

4015.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's:  Meeting held with Michelle Byrne ABC on 9th May.  She is quite happy with the Scheme and intends issuing a contract starting from May 2020 for another 5 years.


b)  Finance:



i)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed.



ii) Caretaker's End of Year Statement & Budget proposal.  Agreed.

c)  Planning:                                                        
                 Decisions received: 

                 18/01807/AS  Hope Farm Bungalow – Replacement dwelling                                    Granted

                 19/00028/AS  Tyle House Oast – Replacement windows on south, east & west elevations.

                                                                                                                                                        Granted

                 19/00464/AS  Meadow Gate – Removal of condition on planning consent WE/8/52.54 

                                                                   relating to agricultural occupancy                                Granted

                 19/00478/AS  Lordings Oast – Proposed change of use of existing agricultural land to          

                                                                    provide driveway access to Lordings Oast                 Granted



d)  Highways: Nothing to report.

e)  Public Rights of Way: Clerk reported that the 1st vegetation cut on some paths is due shortly.  A new stile has been erected too high to enable the average walker to get over.  Reported to KCC together with other issues.  Some  paths have not been reinstated after crops have been planted.  Clerk has volunteered to assist with KCC's ploughing and cropping campaign.


f)   Open Spaces:  Clerk reported that she had a site meeting with the ABC Housing Manager & reported a few issues.  The slide in the ABC play area is being repaired.  Cars are being parked on ABC land in Forge Meads, so knee high rails will be put in to stop this.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard:  Nothing to report.
4016.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies.


Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Parkin informed the meeting that the flat roof had been repaired and decorating undertaken. WiFi is being looked into again.
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4017.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
4018.
Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council:  11th June 2019 at 7.30pm
4019.
Items for information: 


Jo Vos, Community Warden has arranged a Scam Awareness presentation for Tuesday 2nd July at 11am, after the Community Market.
4020.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public. Proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Parkin and agreed.


To agree an increase in the Caretaker's salary as recommended by the Caretaker Working Party.  Agreed.

.

The meeting closed at 22.02hrs
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Application:


19/00524/AS Land on the south side Palstre Court Road (known as Willow Tree Barn).   


Members of the public present expressed an interest in what was happening to this site with some concern.
Other Matters
Susan Verrall updated the meeting on various matters with regard to the Re-opening of The Swan Project.  The Chairman added that if agreed later in the meeting he would write to ABC reiterating residents concerns and that there is now a project team working to re-open it.
