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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th December 2023  in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, A Lloyd-Smith, P Venning, C Sykes, S Gill, PC Darren Laker, Special Constable Colin Groom, Alf Mather (Caretaker), 5 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4587.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor J Shilton.
4588.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

4589.	Following the resignation of Lesley Brown (Vice Chairman)
	Elect a Vice Chairman.  Cllr Alan Lloyd Smith was proposed by Cllr Jeremy Smith and seconded by Cllr Colin Sykes.  There were no further nominations and Cllr Lloyd Smith was duly elected Vice Chairman.

	At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.
4590.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th November 2023.  Agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4591.	Matters Arising:
a)   Bus Shelter update.  One builder had responded to the request for a site meeting with the Chairman, Clerk and Greg Penoyre.  This meeting had been held and a quote received.  It was agreed that a time limit to 31st December 2023 be given to those who had yet to respond.
b)   The Swan ACV application. The Swan has reopened until Christmas.
c)   Safe entrance for pedestrians to the War Memorial.  The Chairman has asked Borough Councillor Johnny Shilton if he could find out who the Listings Officer is at the Borough Council so that informal discussions might take place regarding any application requirements as the work to repave the steps and surround will lie within the curtilage of the listed War Memorial.
d)   Planning Application to fell fir tree in Memorial Garden update.  Clerk reported that the Borough Council had raised no objection to the felling of the tree.  A quote of £450 has been received from Richard Tijou-Smith to ‘Raise to the ground and remove’.  Agreed.
e)    Goal posts update.  Clerk reported that the cost of movable goal posts was high.  After a discussion it was agreed that Alf should make goal posts, without a net, as he had before on Coronation Field.
f)  Sports Club Lease update.  Paul Hutchinson, Chairman of the Sports Club had replied that negotiations are ongoing.
g)   State of B2082 road surface in Iden update.  Clerk has been in correspondence with Iden Parish Council which had been forwarded to their County Councillor. He had been out with their Highways Steward and hopes there will be a positive conclusion.

4592.	Planning Application:
· PA/2023/0586  Appeal against ABC’s refusal on Land south of Wittersham Road – Proposed change of use and Conversion of an existing redundant and disused agricultural barn into a residential dwelling.  The Parish Council has already registered its objection to this application which the Inspector will see so it was agreed that no further action is necessary.

4593.	To consider purchasing a replacement Defibrillator if it is not possible to purchase a replacement battery and pads for the one at the Village Hall.  Clerk reported that replacements are available at the moment, and these had been purchased and fitted.  The Defibrillator is now registered on The Circuit.  She has received details of free ones funded by the BHF, closing date for applications is 15th March 2024.  The criteria for applying for one is that there is a clear need in a busy location or that there isn’t 

Page 901
public access to one within 200m.  Suggested locations were the Church or/and the Village Shop.  The Chairman would speak to Dax at the shop.  Agreed to apply for two if Dax is willing.

4594.	Ratify budget proposal and precept of £35,700.  The budget spreadsheet had been forwarded to councillors and agreed.  A 2% increase in the Precept to £35,700 was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Mash and agreed by all.  The Chairman will give an explanation of the increase in his report to the Outlook on Oxney.

4595.	To confirm support of the Village Climate Change Group by covering the cost of hiring the hall for their meetings.  Agreed.

4596.	To accept the final draft of the Financial Regulations.  Cllr Gill proposed, seconded by Cllr Mash and agreed by all that these be accepted.  Clerk to print out copies for all councillors to include in their Documentation File.

4597.   	Willingness in principle to meet both sides’ legal and land registration fees and costs in the event of land being donated to the Council free of consideration, or for a nominal sum.   This point has been raised in connection with ABC’s land containing the Play Area and the registered Village Green behind Forge Meads, though no decisions have yet been taken.  Agreed unanimously.

4598.	Correspondence:
	i)    ABC – Coronation Living Heritage Fund.  Agreed not to take any action as the areas we had put 
	      forward before had been dismissed by ABC.
	ii)  Wilma Lloyd-Smith – Wittersham Broadband.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith gave further information explaining
                    how bad it was in the Potmans Heath area.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Chairman 
                    should write to the Chairman of BT explaining the problem and asking what is being done about it. 
              iii)  Nicholas Hurst – Road to Peasmarsh.  Mr Hurst had been able to explain the problem more fully 
      during the Public Session.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk will discuss with our 
                    Highways Steward to see what might be done about the drainage and ditches.
              iv)  KCC Consultation – Windmills owned by KCC.  KCC owns and maintains 8 Windmills in Kent including
                    Stocks Mill and is looking to remove them from its financial obligations by consulting the public on
                    how they might be disposed of to others willing to take them on. During the Public Session Mick
                    Burgess had asked that as many people as possible complete the Questionnaire.  Clerk to put this
                    request on Facebook, Nextdoor and the Website.

4599.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – During the Public Session Alf had been able to explain the recent problem he had experienced with the van and the action that was being taken.
b)  Finance:  Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted.
c)   Planning:
	Decisions received:
· NOT/2023/1971  Memorial Garden – Fell Fir Tree.  No objection raised.
· PA/2023/1417  15 Forge Meads – Single Storey Front Porch.  Granted.
d)  Open Spaces – Cllr Gill asked when the dog poo bin for Swan Street might be fitted. It is on order.
e)  Highways – Nothing to report. 
f)  PROWs – Clerk reported that an aerated concrete block has been put in either side of the stile on AT79 to make it easier to climb over.   The KCC Footpaths Officer has agreed that the missing handrail on the bridge over the gill on AT79A be replaced as a matter of priority but upgrading it to a three sleeper wide bridge will have to wait for the summer.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – The Planning Application should go to ABC shortly.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith reported on possible funding for the hedge in the extension which will go along the boundary with the orchard.
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4600.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  9th January 2024 at 7pm.
4601.	Items for Information:
1) Chairman gave a brief report on the Climate Change meeting held on 25th November which had discussed a car lift sharing scheme, air and ground source heat pumps for heating, and solar panels.
2) Chairman and Clerk reported on the KCC Highways online meeting they had attended.  The slides used at the meeting had been forwarded to councillors.
3)  Cllr Lloyd-Smith was able to report that there had been an increase in funds received for the Jeremiah Greenland Charity so more help had been distributed.  The Clerk had given the Charity £100 from the PC Coffee Shop mornings.
4)  The Chairman reported that ABC will be inviting parish representatives to its meeting for Ward Councillors to hear about the new Household Waste Collection service which will  begin in March 2024.

	
The meeting closed at 21.05 hrs.


Appendix

1. PC Darren Laker introduced himself and Special Constable Colin Groom.  He reiterated that all crimes should be reported, preferably online.   Cllr Venning asked whether Police Parish Forums which used to be held in Tenterden Town Hall would be coming back but PC Laker wasn’t aware that this might happen but will feed it back for consideration.
2. Mick Burgess, who is Chairman of the Friends of Stocks Mill, brought the meeting’s attention to the fact that KCC is hoping to sell Stocks Mill together with 7 others in Kent.  The public are being consulted and he asked that as many people as possible complete the questionnaire.  
3. Nicholas Hurst gave the meeting further information regarding his request that the condition of the road to Peasmarsh be discussed.   The road isn’t wide enough for two vehicles in places, so vehicles go off the side of the road into the gully made by running water that isn’t able to go into the ditches.  Agricultural vehicles are too large to use the road.  Passing places should be made.  

