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Minutes of the Extra-ordinary Parish Council Meeting held remotely on 24th September 2020 at 18.30hrs
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic (Covid-19) from 23rd March 2020 all meetings held in a public place were cancelled.  Under new government regulations (S.1. 392: 2020) which came into force on 4th April 2020 meetings can take place remotely.
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, G Parkin, A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, Borough Councillor M Burgess, one member of the public & Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).

4187.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr L Brown, reason accepted.  Cllr P Venning had set up the meeting but was unable to take part, reason accepted. 

4188.
(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors’ interests and related matters.  
           (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.                                                                 (iii) This meeting may be recorded for publication.
4189.
To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 25th August 2020:  Confirmed as a correct record.  Signature to follow in due course.
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix to these Minutes for a summary.       

4190.
Matters Arising:


a)  Scribe – Clerk reported that she has started setting this up and learning how it works.

b)  Heavy Goods Vehicles in Swan Street – Chairman reported that he had had a meeting with residents to learn more of the situation and what objections had to be met. Progress was being made.

4191.  
To agree a response to the government proposals for changes to the current planning system and a subsequent root and branch replacement.  Draft proposals put forward by KALC had been circulated to councillors together with the Chairman’s draft proposal, the latter for councillors comments.  None had been received so it was agreed that this be sent.  It would also be sent to our MP Damian Green.  With regard to sections 2 & 3 the Chairman would look to see if he had anything to add to KALC’s response.  Looking at the section on the root and branch replacement the Chairman has seen the first draft response from Ashford KALC and will send the final draft round to councillors.

4192.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public.  Proposed by Cllr Parkin and seconded by Cllr Sykes, all agreed.


To consider the new pay scales for 2020-21 agreed by the National Joint Council for Local Government Services to be implemented from 1 April 2020 and to agree any increase in the Clerk’s salary.  Proposed by Cllr Parkin and seconded by Cllr Sykes that the appropriate scale be implemented from the 1st April.  All agreed.

4193.
Date of next meeting:  To be advised.
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The meeting closed at 19.17hrs.
Appendix – Public Session
Mrs Gillian Redford expressed her concern over the application to see whether an Environmental Impact Assessment was needed for a possible planning application for housing at the back of Lloyds Green.  The Chairman explained why this had been put forward and that it isn’t something that neighbours or the Parish Council would have been consulted on as it is a technical matter.  It was unfortunate that the Officer’s notes stated that the Parish Council hadn’t commented instead of saying not consulted and the Clerk had taken this up with the Officer who said that she would try to make an amendment.  Mrs Redford was thanked for sharing the information she had obtained on pre application advice from ABC through an FOI request.

