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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th July 2008 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Pennyfather, D Chesson, P Lyon, Borough Cllr. M Burgess, 17 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1625.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  None

1626.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1627.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Rob Perfitt, Community Warden

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1628.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th June 2008:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record.

1629.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report – To note that the weeding of the Triangle is still not being carried out satisfactorily.  Clerk to contact Landscape Services again.

1630.
Planning Applications: Both planning applications had been circulated to Councillors before the meeting.


08/00810/AS  Wittersham Coachworks – Outline application to re-develop site including the erection of 2 pairs of semi-detached chalet style dwellings with associated parking.


After a full discussion and having listened to comments made by members of the public during the Public Session, Cllrs agreed to object to this application by a majority of 6 to 1 due to concerns over the apparent  lack of privacy to nearby properties, access inadequate and too many units in the area provided.


08/00934/AS Acton Farm – Use of existing grass strip at Acton Farm as a runway for microlight aircraft fitted with exhaust silencers.  Parking for up to four aircraft (retrospective).  This application was discussed fully. Having considered the comments made by members of the public during the Public Session Cllrs agreed by a majority of 4 to 3 to object due to conditions set before being disregarded, access being a problem and neighbours objections should be considered before the applicant's wish for a hobby.

1631.
Correspondence:


a)  Wildwood Countryside Services – Quote of £190 to attend to the diseased Horse Chestnut 
Tree in the Churchyard.  Quote received to remove large dead branch & lift some of the crowns 
lower branches along with the removal of any others that are growing out towards the Church 
itself. Formal tree application not required as tree could be dying.  Cllrs agreed to accept this 
quote.


b)  Wittersham Fete Committee – Letter of thanks for donation together with explanation that most expenses are incurred shortly before the event, including hire of equipment, insurance etc.


Cllrs agreed to invite the Treasurer to the October meeting to discuss next year's requirements.


c)  Fence Line – Gate is now in position.  Invoice awaited.  Authorisation given to Clerk to settle this when it is received.


d)  KCC – Decision on Land fronting Church at Wittersham – KCC state that no evidence has come to light to indicate that the Highway Authority is responsible for maintaining it. Agreed that no further action be taken until late Autumn.


e)  Southern Housing & ABC Planning re proposed fencing off of pond on Village Green – Southern Housing were requested by ABC Planning to put in fence.  ABC  state that post & rail fence was added following concerns raised about safety.  Legal colleagues confirm that works are permitted to a village green if they are done with a view to it's better enjoyment.  Confirmed that land belongs to ABC and it would not be wise to ask for the removal of  the fence when the issue  of safety has been raised.  Agreed that no further action be taken.
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For noting


f)  Audit Commission – More detailed explanation required for variance of more than 15% 
between last year and this year's staff costs.  Clerk to reply.


g)  Request from Jayne Beach for assistance in getting the communal grass and shrub area at 
Woodland View attended to by Southern Housing. Clerk reported that she has e-mailed the Area


Manager three times but has had no response.  She will keep trying.


h)  Southern Water – Wittersham Waste Water Works – Work now completed.


Previously Circulated


i) KALC – Minutes of 4/06/08     j) ABC -  Tenterden & Rural Sites Issues & Options Report     
k) Ashford Rural Trust AGM Minutes     l)  Clerks & Councils Direct     m) Local Council  
Review     n)  South East England Regional Assembly Review of the Sub-Regional Allocation of 
Primary Land-won Aggregates in the South East.     o)  The South East Regional Sustainable 
Framework     p)  South East Water Resources Update Spring 2008

1632.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning for June £100.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 3  £63.20  Authorised

iii)       Wittersham Village Hall – Hire of Hall & Club Room £60  Authorised

iv)
To reimburse Clerk for payment for the OS copying licence for the Paths round the 
Church Planning Application  £33.49   Authorised

v)
To authorise the Clerk to pay the normal monthly invoices during the month of August 
together with the expected invoice from Robert Pudan for the month July which should 
include the cutting of the Village Green hedge.  Authorised

1633.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance -  Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.


b)
Planning – No Decisions received.



 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – 30mph sign in Swan Street obliterated by vegetation. Clerk to 
inform Highways.  Footpath AT 245 obstructed by wire.  Clerk to Contact KCC.

d)
Open Spaces – Clerk had given Robert Pudan permission to clear the ivy from the Village 
Green side of Ms Leahy's hedge. Cllr Lyon asked permission for the Wittersham 
Conservation Group to remove the  wire fence alongside Pond House in Coronation 
Field.  Given.  He also had volunteers to cut the hedge alongside the B2082.  The Council 
is usually grateful to Bernard Brown for undertaking this job but it is understood that he is 
unwell at present and may well be happy for someone else to do this.  Clerk to check.  The 
Group would also like to remove the remainder of the fence between Coronation Field and 
the Village Green but it was agreed that this should be an agenda item for the next 
meeting. To be noted that the brambles around the perimeter of the Field are getting out of 
hand but special equipment is needed to clear these.

e)
Cemetery –  Cllr Chesson reported that the nettles have overtaken the far end of the 
Cemetery beyond the railings and he will attend to the emptying of the litter bag.

1634.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather reported that major works have  been started on the Hall and  various fund raising activities continue to be organised. Quotes are being obtained for resurfacing the car park and other areas.  A new Community Market Co-ordinator has been appointed.


ii)  Police Parish Forum 18/06/08.  Cllr Lyon reported on a short meeting.  Dates for the Mobile Police Station are in the Outlook on Oxney and the Parish Council Notice Boards.

1635.
Date of next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  21st July 2008

1636.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:  9th September 2008
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1637.
Items for information:


i)  KCC – Ashford Local Board Public Meeting 17th July 2008.


ii) Southern Housing Update – Cllrs asked for a copy of the waiting list for Southern Housing Properties.


iii) It was noted that the Old Gaol is looking unsightly now that it is boarded up and the Community Market Poster which has been placed on it recently could encourage others.


iv) Cllr Mayer reported that he was still short of 20 roofing tiles for completing the repairs to the Bus Shelter.  To be noted that there are signs of vandalism again.  Clerk to contact PCSO etc.


v)  The Chairman suggested that Martin Vink, Planning Dept. ABC be invited to our October or November meeting to talk generally about planning policies and to hear Councillors comments.


Clerk to contact.

The meeting closed at 21.50hrs

