												Page 891
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th September 2023  in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, S Gill, Borough Councillor J Shilton 10 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4549.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr L Brown, reason accepted.
4550.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.
4551.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th July 2023.  Agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4552.	Matters Arising:
a)  ACRK update.  The Chairman reported that progress is being made and the Constitution, Business Plan and Trustees’ details were sent to the Charity Commission for registration but, disappointingly, these were returned for revision as the organisational objectives, as written, were not considered wholly charitable.
b)  Highways Improvement Plan.  Following agreement in principle to the request for a speed limit of 40mph along the residential part of Peening Quarter Road 29 consultation letters had been posted to all residents affected.  8 positive responses had been received.  Clerk had received costings from KCC Highways: a total rough estimate of £9-10,000.  This includes the design fee of £1,068, TRO costs £2,850 and road closures and their attached TTRO estimated around £2,000.  Cllrs agreed to take this project forward.  An invoice for the formal consultation (TRO) will be drawn up.  To his surprise the Chairman had received an email from KCC Highways following his further arguments to allow a paved footway between the Memorial Garden gate and the Hairdressers stating they were now happy to move into the next stage of the scheme which would be the design phase and would give us an accurate costing for the scheme.  The fee for this would be £1,068.  After a full discussion councillors agreed that a ballpark figure for the total cost would be requested before this fee could be paid.  Clerk to pursue this.
c)  Bus Shelter update.  Nothing further to report.  Clerk still to contact some recommended builders.
d)  The Swan ACV application. This has been sent to ABC.  A decision should be made by 27th September.
e)  CCLA update.  An account has been opened and £75,010 of reserves transferred.

4553.	Planning Applications:
· PA/2023/1433 (LBC) & 1522 Furners, 53 The Street.  Single storey rear extension.  Ground floor windows infilled and door relocated.  First floor partitions and doorway created.  Addition of an ‘on the rafter’ roof light to the existing roof.  (Resubmission of withdrawn application) There hadn’t been any comments made during the Public Session but the applicants had emailed further information.  After a short discussion it was agreed to Support this application.
· PA/2023/1519  Redundant Barn at Ewe & Lamb Public House – Conversion and change of use of barn into a one bedroom dwelling with associated garden amenity area and car parking.  Councillors had been able to hear from consulted neighbours during the public session.  The applicant had not been present, but the agent had sent further information.  After a full discussion it was agreed to object to this application once again.

4554.    Village Hall Management Committee Representative.  Although Cllr Gill had been voted on to this  
              position the insurance implications were still unclear.  It was agreed to forward the Village Hall’s 
              Insurance renewal to Cllr Venning for his opinion after consulting the underwriters.

Page 892
4555.	Future of Fir Tree at entrance to the Memorial Garden.  This tree is dying.  An application will be 
made to ABC to fell this tree. It was agreed that the opinion of the Tree Warden will be sought on a suitable replacement

4556.	Future of the Website.  From 4th October 2023 there will be a monthly charge from Hugo Fox for hosting
the website.  A full discussion followed on whether to stay with Hugo Fox or investigate finding another website support solution.  It was agreed to stay with Hugo Fox for the present but to look into what we actually want and what it would cost.

4557.	Correspondence:
Request from Outlook on Oxney for a donation towards printing costs.  Cllr Sykes proposed, seconded by Cllr Venning that a donation of £1000 be made.  All agreed.

4558.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – He had knocked back the piece of concrete which had begun to jut out on the Cemetery path and had been helping various residents within the cluster with overgrown vegetation.
b)  Finance:
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements.  July and August put before councillors.
ii)  To approve opening a Deposit Account with Unity Trust Bank Instant Access Savings Account.  Proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Sykes and approved by all.
c)   Planning:
	Considered since last meeting:
	NOT/2023/1403  The Rectory, The Street – Dying Pear Tree – dismantle fell to ground level, 
       	grind out stump to a depth of 6 inches below ground level.  Small dead weeping willow – fell
	and grub out stump.  Support under delegation.
Decisions received:
· PA/2023/0947 Land north of Peening Quarter Road – Change of use of Agricultural land to Equestrian, erection of a mixed use agricultural & equestrian barn with yard & landscaping enhancements.  Granted with conditions.
· PA/2023/1022  Land adjacent to Poplar Farmhouse – Four detached 2 storey dwellings with vehicular access from Poplar Road, associated parking areas and landscaping.  Refused
· PA?2023/1247 & 1267 LBC Cullens Cottage, Maytham Road – Installation of a replacement waste treatment & associated works.  Granted.
· PA/2023/1222  23 Lloyds Green  - Single storey side extension & rebuild front porch.  Granted,
d)  Open Spaces – The damaged safety surface in the ABC Play Area had been repaired.  Tentative progress is being made by Borough Councillor Shilton regarding the transfer of the land in the area.
e)  Highways – Clerk had contacted KCC Highways regarding vehicles leaving Wittersham Road to join Stocks Road at the junction through the No Entry section.  The Highways Steward had attended and reported that the white road markings will be renewed, and the old No Entry sign will be removed and two put in its place.
f)  PROWs – Cllr Gill asked if a Dog Poo bin could be fitted somewhere in Swan Street.  It was suggested that it could be attached to the Footpath sign.  Clerk to check with KCC and the nearby residents.  Cllrs agreed that if all were happy a new bin should be purchased.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Nothing to report.

4559. 	Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:
Chairman reported on the KALC meeting held on 6th September noting that the reorganisation of neighbourhood policing is now moving ahead as more officers become available to the unit.  The Minutes are forwarded to councillors.
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4560.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  10th October 2023 at 7pm.
4561.	Items for Information:
1) The Chairman pointed out how the recent legislative proposals on nutrient neutrality could affect ABC’s housing numbers.
2)  A reminder that the Climate Change meeting being organised by Kate Miller and Greg Penoyre will be held on 23rd September.  Councillors were encouraged to attend.
3)  The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with our First Responder who had offered training regarding the AED.  Clerk to arrange a site visit with her next month.
4)  To note that ABC’s 2041 Plan and ‘Call for Sites’ starts on 5th September and ends at 5pm on 20th November.
5)  D Day Commemoration – June 2024.  To ask the British Legion if they anticipate doing anything.


The meeting closed at 20.37 hrs.



Appendix
Planning Application:
PA/2023/1519  Redundant Barn at Ewe & Lamb Public House
Greg Penoyre stated that he would support an application to re-use the Garage/Store had it fitted.  He had 3 concerns: 1. The proposed parking for the proposed new dwelling compromises the parking for the Ewe & Lamb without agreement.  2.  In order to achieve the level of amenity the garden and balcony would overlook the Ewe & Lamb.  3.  The Climate Mitigation paper is inadequate.
Keith Bailey had similar objections adding that the current application doesn’t mitigate the reasons for the previous refusal.

Bus Shelter:
Greg Penoyre informed the meeting that the bus shelter had taken a pounding recently during bad weather adding that he was willing to help move this matter on for which he was thanked.

	
