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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th January 2014 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers, Smith, Mrs P Homewood, Mrs S Mash, D Lewis, P Venning, N Thom, 5 members 
of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

The Chairman wished everyone a happy new year and informed the meeting that agenda items 
7 and 8 would be swapped round.
2819.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  None
2820.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters;  None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 

At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.
2821.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th December 2013:  The Minutes were confirmed and signed as a correct record.
2822.   Matters Arising: See Clerk's report.  Cllr Smith also pointed out that we shouldn't loose track of the outstanding matter of Highways and their reasons for objecting to extra housing behind Jubilee Field.
2823. 
Site Submissions update:  The Chairman had spoken with an officer at ABC who confirmed that the land behind Jubilee Field has been earmarked by ABC for local needs housing.  This area will be put forward for inclusion in the Core Plan but it will be at least 2 years before the Plan in accepted.  He is hopeful that when ABC start their own building company this year that they will be in a position to move forward sooner than this.  After a full discussion it was agreed to write to Jennifer asking her to contact Giles Holloway at ABC to make a start on this now.
2824.
To consider the problem of lack of parking spaces in Forge Meads: Cllr Homewood informed the meeting that she had received numerous letters from residents in Forge Meads requesting further parking spaces.  Cllrs formally agreed to support this request and the Chairman offered to take these letters in to the Council Offices and the Clerk would email asking for a site meeting to discuss it further.
2825.
To consider a donation to KCC Countryside Access Service towards resurfacing the footpaths between 9 & 11 Swan Street and 51 & 53 The Street:  The Clerk explained that although resurfacing these footpaths was considered “worthwhile” by KCC, they weren't at the top of their list.  However, if we were able to give some money towards the cost (£4,000 & £8,000) this would help move them further up the list.  Cllrs agreed in principle to give a sum but to ask Mike Hill and Mick Burgess for a contribution too. 
2826. 
To further consider and then ratify the budget proposals as prepared by the Finance Working Party:  The Clerk had prepared further figures showing a 2% increase and a 5% increase on the precept figure of £19,995 previously put forward which had been arrived at by adding the amount of Concurrent Functions Grant and Council Tax Support cut which ABC had made, onto our previous year's precept of £18,800.  After a full discussion it was agreed to accept the 5% increase and the budget was ratified with a precept of £20,995.
2827.
Request for support for a post office counter at the new shop:  Cllr Smith informed the meeting that he had spoken with the new owner, Ian Linstead, who had asked for the Parish Council's support.  After a full discussion it was agreed to wait until the shop was open and then to write to the Post Office giving our support.
2828.
Village Green proposed lease update:  Cllr Smith explained that he was still waiting for further amendments to be agreed and that it needed to be signed next month.
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2829.
To discuss where we go from here on the website deferred from the last meeting: After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that Cllr Venning and Thom would prepare a site map which would be circulated before the next meeting.
2830.   Correspondence:  


a)  ABC – Planning Application Consultations.  Letter points out that all Planning Applications should be discussed at an open meeting.  It was agreed that this should be done as long as their time table fits with ours.  Clerk to ask for extensions when need be.


For noting:  


b)  ABC – proposed naming of the Sweatman's garage site.  Owen Court has been accepted and will now go out for consultation.


c)  Royal British Legion – Receipt and thanks for the donation.


d)  Email from Mervyn Toogood re Emergency help which had been answered by the Clerk.


Previously Circulated: None



Forwarded by E-mail:  


e)  KALC – Lower Thames Crossing     f)  Came & Co. - Christmas wishes & office closing times


g)  KALC – Local Government Finance Statement
2831.
Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement. Agreed


b) Planning: 



    Decisions received: 

                13/01259/AS  The Finches, Moons Green – Revised scheme to 12/00539/AS for proposed                      single storey extension to rear, north west elevation and associated internal alterations and the construction of steel flue on proposed extension                                    Granted with conditions


     13/01015/AS  Palstre Court – Demolition of existing garage & erection of timber framed building incorporating parking for 2 cars & workshop                              Granted with conditions

      13/01290/AS  The Roundel, Stocks Road – Change of use of land to garden and proposed detached double garage with storage bay and accommodation in roof space                   Granted

c)  Highways –  Clerk to report the following potholes:- Outside Park House, by sewage works & Swan Street, beyond derestriction sign


d)  Footpaths –  Clerk had met with our area officer just before Christmas.  Quite a few reported obstacles have been removed but non reinstated footpaths are a major problem.


e)  Open Spaces – Caretaker has probably erected two dog bins in the agreed sites.


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Nothing to report
2832.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: None

2833.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 
2834.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  Tuesday 11th February 2014 at 7.30pm.
2835.
Items for information: 


a)  Reminder – meeting with Lanndia 31st January 2014 at 7pm.


b)  Clerk reported that following the burglaries before Christmas she had asked for a more visible police presence in the village which our PCSO had said had happened


c)  The Chairman informed the meeting that he will start his Community First Response training in February with the exam being held on 1st March.


d)  The Chairman had given out papers on Plumtree's Emergency Plan, the format of which will be on the agenda for our next meeting.
The meeting closed at 22.00hrs
