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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th October 2022 
held in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, L Brown, Lloyd Smith, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
The meeting stood for two minutes silence in memory of our late sovereign, Queen Elizabeth II.
The Chairman welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained why the September meeting had been cancelled at the last minute.  Notice of the meeting had been given on Thursday 8th September, but with the death of the Queen the same day, the required three clear days of notice were now invalidated by law, once being included within the days of official national mourning.
4414.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs Collins, reason accepted, and Borough Councillor Mick Burgess.
4415.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  The Chairman declared an ‘other than pecuniary’ interest in agenda item 5.b Minute Number 4418.d
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

At this point the Chairman explained the slight change in procedure for the public session.  Members of the public present who would like to speak would be asked for their names and the subject on which they would like to speak.  They would be allowed 3 minutes as is normal elsewhere, instead of 4, as was allowed in Wittersham in the past, but this may be extended at the Chairman’s discretion.

The meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4416.	To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th July 2022.  Agreed and signed as a correct record.

4417.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
	a)  Planting of Platinum Jubilee oak sapling – This had taken place on 4th September by Rose, the Bishop of Dover.  The sapling, although small, shows good signs of life.  A plaque will be erected in due course. 
	b)  Ewe & Lamb sign – This was put back in place on 4th October.  The Council gave it’s grateful thanks to all involved in its restoration but especially to Kate Miller and Greg Penoyre.  There is a balance due of £242.41 for incidentals.  The total cost will be within the £950 budget.  All who had worked on it had given their time for free.
	c)  Commonwealth War Graves Commission – Clerk reported that she now had the necessary forms for completion to obtain the sign indicating that there were war graves in the Cemetery.
	d)  PROW AT80 – Clerk reported that she had obtained an update on the obstructions at Cuckoo Stables on this footpath.  Unfortunately, it is still waiting to be assigned to an officer.  The diversion is still going ahead at the other end but is a long way down on the list.  After a short discussion it was agreed to ask Mike Hill, County Councillor to intervene.

4418.	Planning Application: (previously notified to Councillors)
a) 22/00965/AS  Land south of 63 The Street – Change of use of land for keeping of horses and erection of a block of 3 stables and a barn (Amended Description & amended plan of barn). – Councillors had listened to comments made during the public session and after a full discussion agreed to support this application welcoming the fact that the barn had been made smaller.
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b)  PA/2022/2402  Wittersham Sports Ground  - Removal of condition 2 (Amplified Sound) from planning permission 93/00769/AS  (Pavilion to replace original destroyed by fire).  Once again Councillors had listened to comments made by residents during the public session.  The Clerk read out two further letters from residents.  After a full discussion it was agreed to support the application asking that, should the condition be removed, it be replaced with one imposing time limits.
c)  PA/2022/2466  Anchor Barn, Peening Quarter – Proposed installation of free standing wood-burner with metal flue.  After a short discussion councillors agreed to support this application.
d)  PA/2022/2462  Pine View, Peening Quarter Road – Insertion of 4 x new dormer windows into the existing first floor rooms.  The applicant had given further information during the public session and councillors had been able to ask questions.  Councillors agreed to support this application.

4419.	Correspondence:
	a)  KCC – Re-siting of Library Van to Forge Meads.   KCC has agreed to re-site the Library Van from The Swan Car Park to Forge Meads following a request we made to reconsider a more central position.  Article put on Nextdoor & in Outlook.
	b)  Martin Chambers – Setting up Speed Watch Group and asking for support.  Clerk had replied that as discussed before, it needs to be a community effort and that the Council is likely to support such a group and may be willing to help if there are necessary minor expenses incurred at the onset such as tabards etc.
	c)  PKF Littlejohn LLP – Notice of completion of Audit.  No comments made.
	d) Rotary Club of Tenterden – Alf, Caretaker, is collecting a box of free crocus bulbs tonight to plant in appropriate places. To commemorate their 75th anniversary this year they are offering crocuses, which is part of the Rotary drive to eradicate polio.  

4420.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – We have renewed the contract with ABC and they will be invoiced shortly for their annual contribution.
	b)  Finance :  
· Monthly Transaction Statement & Caretaker’s Monthly Transaction Statement.  Noted.
· Half yearly Budget Statement. Noted.
· Clerk’s expenses 1st July to 30th September 2022 £489.95.  This includes the laser printer cartridges which were on the agenda for the last meeting.  Agreed.
c)  Planning:  Decisions made since last meeting:  
· 22/00965/AS  Land south of 63 The Street – Erection of a block of 3 stables and a barn.  Comment only.   
· PA/2022/2246  The Quarter House, Peening Quarter – Routing of 25m cable from the domestic consumer unit at ground level through front lobby wall and along front of house at ground level, attached to weather boarding at the corner of the house.  This is for the purpose of installing an EV charge point in nearby unlisted garage.  Support.
Decisions received from ABC:
· 22/00594/AS  Cullens Farm Buildings – Erection of 1 no. tourist accommodation cottage including change of use of land and parking as an alternative to that approved under 18/00814/AS  Granted.
· 22/00750/AS  Hurst House, Budds Lane – Erection of a 15.2Kw ground mounted photovoltaic solar array. Granted.
· 20/01782/AS  Appeal no. 3289647  Poplar Farm House – Outline planning permission for up to 23 dwellings together with all necessary infrastructure considering access only (all other matters reserved).  Appeal dismissed.
b)  Open Spaces – The fir tree at the entrance to the Memorial Garden is looking a bit poorly.  Alf suggests taking out the dead branches to see if it recovers. Clerk reported that she has been asked by the ladies who are looking after the gardens there that it be removed, and a suitable tree be planted 
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there instead to commemorate the late Queen.  Clerk has suggested that it might not be a good idea to plant one exactly there, but we will probably consider planting one somewhere in due course. 
c)  Highways – Clerk and Chairman to attend Highways Seminar online on 13th October 2022.
d)  Public Rights of Way – Some stiles have been made safer.
e)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Since the last meeting the ground on the left hand side at the bottom of the Cemetery has been cleared and levelled.

4421.	Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies:
KALC meeting held 5th October 2022.  Chairman gave a brief report noting that there is expected to be  a reduction in the number of PCSOs but not a complete removal.  We would still have a nominated point of contact.  The new ABC Planning Portal had also been discussed.
	
4422.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  8th November 2022 at 7.30pm.
4423.	Items for Information:
	Remembrance Sunday Laying of Wreath – 13th November.  £100 donation will be made as usual.

	The meeting closed at 21.10hrs. 

Appendix
              Planning Applications:

22/00965/AS  Land south of 63 The Street. Mr John Hampshire gave his support to this application and Mr Nicholas Hurst gave his views as to why the application should not be supported or granted.
PA/2022/2402  Wittersham Sports Ground.  Mr & Mrs Philips explained why they thought the amplified sound condition should not be removed and Mrs Miriam Lewis was able to explain why the words Recreation Ground had been used.
PA/2022/2462  Pine View.  Mr Scarrott, the applicant gave further information and confirmed that the neighbours had no objections.  
	
