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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th June 2022 
held in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, L Brown, Borough Councillor M Burgess, PCSO Ollie Welch, 12 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4386.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs Collins & Lloyd Smith, reasons accepted.  Mr & Mrs Roger Parker were unable to attend and sent apologies.
4387.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.
4388.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th May 2022.  Agreed and signed as a correct record.
4389.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
Jubilee Mugs had been presented to all children at the school by the Chairman and a photo will be in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney.  Thanks were given to Mrs Miriam Lewis for the suggestion.

4390.	Planning Applications: (previously notified to Councillors)
a)  22/00424/AS  Pear Tree Cottage, Stocks Road – Retrospective application for a raised decking in the garden.  Having listened to comments made during the public session and aware of neighbours concerns, after a full discussion it was agreed to just send comments to ABC.
b)  22/00782/AS  Underhill Orchard, Rye Road – Erection of a 12m x 18m Land Management Building together with the implementation of a permeable access track. The applicant had given further details and the neighbours supported this application.  Councillors agreed to support it.
c)   22/00750/AS  Hurst House, Budds Lane – Erection of a 15.2Kw ground mounted photovoltaic solar array.  The applicant had given further details.  Councillors agreed to support this application.
d)  22/00807/AS  Hope Farm House, Peening Quarter Road – Proposed 4 no. bay garage and associated access.  Councillors had heard further information from the applicant and had been able to ask questions.  After a full discussion when concerns were expressed at the size of the garage it was agreed to renew its earlier concerns, but to propose suitable conditions in support of highway safety if ABC was minded to permit.
e)  Stocks Road Planning Application  - To agree that the Chairman should speak on the PC’s behalf when this is on the ABC Planning Committee agenda.  Agreed.

4391.	To discuss and agree where to plant the Platinum Jubilee Qeuercus robur bare root sapling supplied to us as part of ABC’s Queen’s Green Canopy Initiative. To decide on the ceremony and to consider a plaque to commemorate the event.  After a full discussion it was agreed to plant the tree at the bottom of the Cemetery and to have a plaque made.  It was suggested that we ask Bishop Rose to plant it.
4392.	Annual Return:
a) Receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report – Prepared by David Chesson.  Chairman to thank him and respond.
b)  Resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement.  Each statement was explained, and answers given.
c)  Sign and Date Annual Governance Statement.  Signed and dated.
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d)  Consider the Accounting Statement.  The figures were explained having previously been signed by the Clerk.
e)  Resolve to approve the Accounting Statements.  Approved.
f)  Sign and date the Accounting Statements.  Signed and dated by Chairman.

4393.	Correspondence:
	a)  Mrs Miriam Lewis – Stocks Road Planning Application. During the public session Mrs Lewis had asked questions on this.  A lot of the points she brought up were about ABC procedures and the Borough Councillor responded.
	b)  Jean Elliott – War Memorial Garden.  Unfortunately, the WI, who had been looking after this garden is now unable to do so and asks that the Parish Council takes it back.  Jean has worked on it recently and it is now weed free.  After a short discussion it was agreed to ask Lexie Datta and her group who very kindly look after the Triangle, if they could take it on.  The WI to be thanked for all they had done.

4394.	Payments for Authorisation:
	Outlook on Oxney – Agreed a donation of £1300 towards printing costs.

4395.	Working Party Reports:
	a)  Caretaker – Grass now growing too quickly!
	b)  Finance :  Monthly Transaction Statement & Caretaker’s Monthly Transaction Statement.  Noted.
c)  Planning:  Decision received.  22/00405/AS  Sycamore Cottage, Swan Street – Single storey front extension.  Granted.
	b)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
c)  Highways – The Chairman had reported some raised drain covers, and the damaged footway on the bend by the Swan, with some covers and the footway since marked for repair.  Clerk to contact Highways Steward regarding the state of the Smallhythe Road beyond Summerhill (though this is not within the parish). 
d)  Public Rights of Way – Still a few ongoing problems.
e)  Cemetery/Churchyard.  Robert Pudan was able to cut the Churchyard grass in time for the Concert and the Caretaker now knows what he has to clear before Paul Stern can erect the new metal fence.
	
4396.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  12th July 2022
4397.	Items for Information:
a)  The Chairman reported that the new post for the Ewe & Lamb sign has been delivered and the invoice received.
b)  The Chairman informed the meeting of the successful re-opening of the Swan Inn.

4398.	To resolve by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public.
	Proposed by Cllr Venning, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed.
	Caretaker’s Salary.  After a short discussion an increase was agreed.

	The meeting closed at 21.35hrs. 

Appendix
              Planning Applications:
a)  Pear Tree Cottage – The applicant gave further details explaining that he hadn’t realised that planning permission was required for this work.
b) Underhill Orchard – The applicant gave further information.
c) Hurst House – The applicant gave further information explaining that the panels could not go on the roof of the house.
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d) Hope Farm House – The applicant explained that this is a revised application having taken on board comments made by Highways on the original application.  Councillors were able to ask further questions.

PCSO Ollie Welch gave his report in the absence of Kate Richards.  An increase in fuel thefts is the main crime  in the rural areas together with the theft of number plates to steal fuel.  The public were able to ask questions and the Chairman thanked him for attending the meeting.
               Mrs Miriam Lewis asked many questions regarding the proposed Stocks Road development, most of them aimed at the Borough or Borough Councillor.  This questioning exceeded acceptable limits and the Chairman had to close the public session.  
	Correction - Cllr Brown had stated, during the heated challenges during the public session, that the Parish Council’s previous vote to support the Stocks Road application had been 6:1.  The voting on 16th February 2021 on the original application was actually 5:0 with 1 abstention.   On 9th March 2021, councillors supported the same/resubmitted application 4:2 with 1 abstention.
	
